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FEINTED BY JAMES PHILLIPS, GEORGE-YARD* BOM- 

BARD-STREET, J 7^9* 


T O 


Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN, Bart. 

ONE OF THE 

MEMBERS of PARLIAMENT 

FOR THE 

UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, 


SIR, 

T HOUGH there are many Gentlemen, whofe zeal 
and activity in the caufe of freedom intitles them to 
every tribute of refpe6l, yet I am fure, that, if I were to 
confult them in the prefent cafe, they would all join in 
determining, that this little work ought to be infcribed to 
you, as the mover of the firft bill ever brought into Par¬ 
liament for the purpofe of reftri&ing the bounds of the 
Slave Trade. 

To you then, Sir, I take the liberty of addrelling it, 
fenfible that my conduct in fo doing will be approved of 
by many, while it will be the means of conveying to you, 
as I fmcerely intend it fhould, a teftimony of my own 
pfteem, 


I have the Honour to be. Sir, with real Refpe&j 

Your fincere and obedient Servant, 

London , THOMAS CLARKSON, 

June 4 th , 1789, 



A N S \V E R 

T O A 

LETTER 

FROM A 

FRIEND* 


Dear S i r, 

T AM obliged to you for the information you convey to 
me, that the Merchants of Liverpool are preparing a 
hill, not a bill of mere theory and fpeculation, fuch as 
lately appeared, but a bill, from local knowledge and 
experience, to obviate every reafonable complaint, and 
eftabliih every necefTary regulation in the African trade. 
This news is of a very pleafing kind. It is, I fay, of a 
very pleafing kind, becaufe it affords a proof, that the 
flave merchants acknowledge abufes or evils which they 
denied before. 

In confequence of the information you have given me, 
i! is my intention almpft immediately to fit down and 
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anticipate the bill you, mention,, It is my intention to 
ftate what are the evils in the Slave Trade, of what nature 
the faid bill ought to be to remove them, and what the 
Advocates for Humanity will expe< 5 l to find it. Now, 
Sir, the evils, which you will fee enumerated when I 
publife my work, either exift or they do not. If they 
exift, the ilave merchants fhould certainly join with us in 
attempting to cure them. If they do not, they can have 
no obje&ion to the palling of moft of the claufes which 
I propofe; for in this cafe they will only be tied down by 
law to do what they are now adtually doing of themfelves 3 
and this can be no hardfeip. 

With refpeft to the Fre?ich Bounty^ which you wife me 
to explain, and the threats of the Have merchants to go to 
Havre de Grace, and other parts, on which you wife my 
opinion, I fnould certainly have written fully, but that the 
bounty is now under consideration in France, and that the 
French Court will undoubtedly take fuch fteps, as will 
render your fears totally unneceflary upon that fubjedt. 

I perfe&ly coincide with you in your ideas of Compenfa- 
ilon: for what is the planter to be compenfated for ? You 
are not interfering with his property. You are not eman¬ 
cipating his Haves. You are on the other hand increafing 
his property by increafing the value of his flaves, and you 
are increafing the fecurity of the annuitant and mortgagee 
at the fame time. There are many eftates in the iflands, 
which already fupport themfelves without anyfupplies from, 
Africa. Moft of thofe, which do not, could, if but another 
importation were allowed them. But if the abolition were to 
take place to-morrow, there would be an hundred veflels or 
more either on their way to the coaft, or upon the coaft, 
or on their way to the colonies. Now, if the planters 
were to purchafe the whole of the flaves that would be 
brought them by thefe, and not fuffer two-thirds of them 
to be carried as before to the French iflands for fale, they 
might immediately procure as many as they have been ac- 
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euftomed to purchafe in three years. It is therefore idle to 
think that they would be hurt by the abolition of the Have 
trade. It is the adventurer only that would fuffer :—and 
what then ? Has any a£fc of legiflation ever taken place, 
but fome one or another has fuffered by it ? And after all, 
who would fuffer moft — the two or three individuals of 
this defcription, or thofe, who would be torn from their 
connexions in Africa to fupply their wants ? 

I fhall add upon this fubjecSt, that if the planters fliould 
look for compenfatiGn , there will be two irrefiftible claims 
upon them. For Africa may certainly demand a com- 
penfation for the miferies it has experienced on their ac¬ 
count ; and the numerous widows and orphans of feamen 
deftroyed in the Have trade may call upon them for main¬ 
tenance and fupport. 


PRELIMINARY 



PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


^TpHERE are two data, which it will be rieceflary to 
«“■ eftablifh, before I proceed on my prefent work. It 
is probable, however, that one of them will not be granted 
without a proof. I am therefore ready to prove it, and 
to furnifh my proof from the mouths of the enemies of 
our caufe, for aflent will much lefs reluctantly follow, if 
I ufe a pcfition of their own, than if I were to attempt to 
eftablifli the fame in another way. 

In the courfe of the examination of the Liverpool 
Delegates at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, relative 
to a Bill a for providing certain temporary Regulations 
4C refpe&ing the Tranfportation of the Natives of Africa 
(C to the Weft Indies, and elfewhere,” the following * 
affertions came out. 


Mr. PI G G O T, Counfel for the Merchants of 
Liverpool. 

cc I (hall call evidence to prove, that, fuppofing the 
€C intended filling up of the blank to be but one man to 
u one ton , it will operate as a virtual abolition of the 
^ trade.” 


* See Minutes of the Evidence* &c. 


Mr, 
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Mr. N O RRIS, one of the Delegates, called., 

<c If one negro only were allowed to one ton^ there 
c $ would be no profi|.” 


Mr. MATHEWS, the fecond called. 

* c In a {hip of one hundred tons, if twol s * ^ 

men and an half were allowed to a j* 761 5 6 

ton, the profit would be - - 3 

u If two to a ton - -- -- -- 180 36 
u If one man and half, the lofs would be - 206 19 9 
c< If one man - 590 1 0 

w In fhort, if there b& a -reftriftion of tonnage under 
4C two to a ton , the trade would be as qfe finally fopped, a§ 
u if a law were pafled for its abolition/’ 

Mr. DALZIEL, the third called, 

cc If the reftri&ion takes place, the trade cannot be 
C€ attended with that profit which perfons engaged in it 
44 expert. The trade is already on the decline , and a 
u very fmall rejlrifiion will help it on/* 


Mr. PENNY, the fourth called, 

u If lefs than two full grown {laves, or three fmall boys 
Ci and girls, under four feet four inches, to be deemed 
44 equal to two, are allowed to a ton, the trade cannot be 
cc carried on with advantage:— and if the blank of the 
“ bill be filled with one to a ton, or even one and an half ta 
^ a ton , it will tend to the abolition of the trqded* 

Mr ? 
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Mr. TAR LET ON, the fifth called. 

a I atn authorized by the Merchants of Liverpool to fay^ 
€C that lefs than two Jlaves per ton (and it perfedtly coincides 
^ with my opinion.) would totally abohjfh the African Jlqve 
« trade." 


The firft of the data then, which I wiffi to eftablifh, is 
this, that if only one is allowed to be carried to a ton , the 
flave trade will fell of courfe* 

The fecond is, that in proportion as the expenfes at¬ 
tending any trade are increafed, or its profits leflened^ 
there is a tendency towards the abolition qf fuch a trade, 
rjThis is qbyious to common fenfe. 


ESSAY 



ESSAY 

ON THE 

EFFICIENCY, 

O F 

Regulation or Abolition, 

AS APPLIED TO THE 

SLAVE TRADE, 


CHAP. I. 

T HAT the Slave-trade contains unavoidably in its 
own nature, (and flill more fo according to the pre- 
fent mode of conducting it,) a complication of evils , is a 
pofition, which, I truft, that none but flave-merchants 
will deny. Such then I immediately confider as having no 
kind of connexion with the prefent work, for not judging 
it either an evil in itfelf, or productive of evils, any jolid or 
fubftantial regulation (and this I have farther reafon to 
fuppofe from their conduCt during the laft feflion of par¬ 
liament) will be equally oppofed by them, as its abolition. 
I addrefs myfelf then to fuch, as have fome feeling; as have 
a common notion of right and wrong; as have a with to 
curtail the miferies of human life; as are virtuous politi- 
A dans: 
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cians: and ta every individual of this defciiption in the 
community, of every rank whatfocver, I addrefs the fol¬ 
lowing pages. 

From the above preliminary, it may be taken for 
granted, that all thofe, to whofe perufal my work is now 
fubmitted, muft allow that there are evils in the Have 
trade. There are, however, among thefe, three defcrip- 
tions of perfons, according as they are better or lefs inform¬ 
ed. Some of them reafon thus : u We are at prefent of 
opinion, as far as we have had opportunities of gaining any 
information on this fubjeCI, that regulations may be devifed, 
which will effe&ually remove the evils complained of: but 
if fuch can actually be devifed (and we heartily with them 
adopted) why totally ffop the trade There are others 
again, who differ in opinion from the former, and who 
think that any regulations, under which the trade can be 
put, will be inefficient, and that the abolition of it only 
will anfwer the purpofed end. There are others again, 
who, though fenfible of the evil, are, for want of infor¬ 
mation, in doubt concerning the beft method of proceed¬ 
ing in the cafe. 

It is my intention then, in the prefent effay, to offer 
to the three deferiptions of people now mentioned, fuch 
loofe hints, as have occurred to me, while I have been 
reflecting upon this queftion, and fuch as, being probably 
new, and throwing new light upon it, may induce thofe 
who have already formed an opinion, either more ftrongly 
to retain or rejeCt the fame, and may induce the doubtful 
to take a decided part. 

For this purpofe I fhall enumerate what are actually the 
evils in the Have trade. I fhall then fuppofe two bills to 
be brought into parliament for the removal of thofe evils, 
the one fo conltruCted, as either immediately, or in a 
courfe of time, to effeCt its abolition ; the other, com¬ 
prizing its regulation only. Each of thefe bills I fhall 
then apply to each of the evils complained of, and fee 
whether either of them, or which cf them, is likely to 

effeCb 
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fei¥e£l a cure. If only one of them fhould be found oil 
inquiry to be effeClual, then the queflion would be deter¬ 
mined. If both of them, then that would be preferable, 
Which would anfwer the purpofe befl. 

But before I proceed, I muft beg leave to obferve, that 
if any bill fhould appear, either from the merchants of 
Liverpool, or from any other quarter, that does not allow 
all the evils, here to be mentioned, to exifl; and that 
does not take notice of them, and propofe a remedy for 
them all, fuch a bill will be looked upon by the oppofers 
of the Have trade, as frivolous and inefficient 5 as holding 
out an appearance only, without the fubfiance of relief; 
and they will therefore confider themfelves at liberty Hill 
to perfevere with unwearied induflry, till that full and 
ample redrefs is obtained, which the caufe requires. 

CHAP, IL 

Three divifions are to be made of the evils, that exifl 
in confequence of the profecution of the flave trade. Th& 
firfl includes fuch as are felt by the objects of that trade. 
The fecond, fuch as are experienced by thofe who are 
employed in it. The third may be faid to include a com¬ 
plication of evils, in as much as the flave trade prevents 
the introduction ^pf many forts of good* 

SECT. L 

In the firfl divifion of evils are comprehended 
three^ according as we confider the natives of Africa or 
the objects of the trade, in their three feveral fituations, 
namely, while in their own country , while on the middle 
paffage, and while in the Colonies . With this divifion I 
fhall begin. I fhall take each of the evils included in it 
in. the order now mentioned. I fhall fhew in what they 
confift, and, then applying to them the two bills of regu- 
A % lation 
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lation and abolition refpe&ivcly, fee which of them is the 
moft likely to effect a cure. 

The fir ft fpecifick. evil then, experienced by the Africans 
in their own country , in confequence of the profccution of 
the flave trade, may be feen from the following accounts, 
which are given to the publick in the fame order in which 
they were communicated to me during fome late inqui¬ 
ries. 


ACCOUNT the FIRST, 

Taken from the Journal of the relator on this Subject. 

<c Goree, 061 . 17th 1787. On making inquiries to 
u day, relative to the hiftory of a certain negroe woman, 
u I found that fhe came from the country about Cape 
Rouge, and that in the abfence of her hufband fhe had 
cc been ftolen and forcibly dragged away. Her cafe was 
attended with this additional circumftance of cruelty, 
tc that fhe was torn from her children, who, being too 
u young to undergo the fatigue of the journey, were left 
behind.” 

ci 061 . 19th 1787. Inquiring to day of a negroe lad, 
cc how he came into the fituation of a Have, he informed 
<c me, that he had been flolen from his parents, in the in- 
<c terior country above Cape Rouge : that the inhabitants 
u of the fhore ufually came up in bodies for this purpofe, 
<c and that they unfortunately met with him, and brought 
ci him to Goree, in company with others, whom they had 
u taken in the fame manner.” 

cc Joal, Nov. 5th 1787. Since our arrival here, the 
<c king of Barbafin has twice lent out his military to at- 
u tack his own villages in the night. They have been 
very unfuccefsful, having taken but three children. 
< c They had no better fortune laft night, having brought 
a in but one girl.” 


cc Nov. 6th 1787, 
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cc Nov. 6th 1787, The military returned to day a 
cc little before noon, bringing with them a negroe, whom 
a they took at a little diftance from Joal. He was drag- 
a ged between two of the military on horfeback, and de- 
u livered to the crowd that were anembled before the gate 
a of the village of Joal. The latter, having drums, horns, 
tc trumpets, and other inftrnments of horfc, conducted 
u him to the king. Thefe inftmtnents are ufed on all 
a fuch occafions, to drown the cries of the captive ne- 
u groes.” 

cc Nov. 7th 1787. The king promifed to day, that he 
a would divide his military to-morrow, into more parties 
a than before, and that he would fet them upon feveral 
cc villages at once, and allured the embafly, that he could 
<c not fail of receiving a fufftcient number of negroes to 
<c difcharge his debts, as well as to return for the prefents 
u brought him.” 

Nov. 8th 1787. This day, according to his pro- 
tc mife, a frefh pillage was to commence. Having taken 
<c the refolution of leaving Joal, we were of courfe unac- 
a quainted with the refult of it. The mulatto merchants 
a however, of Goree, ftaid behind, determining not to 
cc leave the king till he had fatisfied their demands.” 

u Goree, Nov. 9th 1787. Soon after our return to 
cc Goree, Martin, a mulatto merchant, arrived with his 
cc ftoop from Sallum, bringing 27 negroes, principally 
cc women and children. The king of Sallum had obtain- 
u ed them during Martin’s ftay with him, in the fame 
cc manner as the king of Barbafin, while we refided at 
cc Joal.—This is the common pradlice at Sallum.” 

cc Nov. 23d 1787. By information received to day 
cc from a merchant, the pra6tice of pillaging, in order to 
“ get flaves, extends as far as Gallam.” 

<c Dec. 3d 1787. A merchant bought to day a young 
“ negroe woman, for 80 bars, who had"been kidnapped or 
w ft ole a near the village of Ambarou.” 

A 3 
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<fi Dec. 6th 1787. A young negroe from the village 
of Rupfk, was purchafed to day, who was brought down 
cc from Dakard. He was on a vifit at the latter place, 
u when the chief, incited by a merchant from Goree, ob- 
u tained the confent of the inhabitants, and treacheroufly, 
" as well as forcibly, feized him, and fold him for a Save.” 

cc Fort St. Louis in the River Senegal, Dec. 12th 1787. 
u The Moors, in confequence of their prefe-nts from the 
French, have juft begun their incurfions. They have 
<c fallen by furprize on the king of Dalmammy’s fubjetfts. 
They have fent in fifty already, and about one hundred 
more, taken about four days ago, in the fame piratical 
c * manner, are expe&ed every moment.’ 3 

<c Jan. 16th 1788. Several negroes were brought in 
to day by the Moors, who had, without any provoca- 
“ tion, attacked their villages in the night, and taken 
them. One of them was dreadfully mangled : his arms 
* c and (boulders were almoft cut to pieces, fo that his life 
<c is defpaired of. 75 

u The above accounts, fays the gentleman who furnifhed 
me with them, are taken from my journal, written during 
my tour to Africa. I put them down among other occur¬ 
rences, more for employment than any other purpofe. 
Had I known that any nation of Europe would have done 
themfelves the honour of agitating the fubjedf of the Have 
trade, with a view to its abolition, I would have been more 
particular, and I {hould have been enabled to have com- 
pleated, by lpecifick inftances, a moft melancholy cata-, 
logue of human woe : what I have given you, rely upon, 
^nd I will be ready on all occafions, either in 'publick or 
private , to appear to the truth of them, as well as to aftert 
(as far as my own obfervations have gone, and I have been 
informed by others} that almoft all the negroes that are 
fhipped from thofe parts of the coaft which I have vifited, 
&re procured by treachery and furprize.” 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT the SECOND. 

cc While my veil'd lay between the ifland of Goree and 
u the village of Dakard on the oppofite continent, I had 
u an opportunity of feeing the method by which (laves in 
thofe parts were generally procured. Scarce a night 
w palled, but the inhabitants of the village juft mentioned, 
u went out for the purpote of making flaves. They went 
ufually from ten to fifteen in a party. They had all 
4t of them their war-dreffes on, and they were accuftomed 
cc to Tally forth a little before dark. I have frequently 
been in their huts the next day, and have feen two ne- 
44 groes fattened together by their backs, the produce of 
454 the excurfion made the preceding night.” 

44 I once expreffed a wilh, while lying in the place now 
Ci mentioned, to get a volunteer for my (hip. In confer 
quence of it, a party from Dakard, totally without my 
44 knowledge, went to a neighbouring village, and ftole a 
man. They brought him on board, but, as I did not 
* c choofe to encourage fuch depredations, I refuted to keep 
“ him/* 

44 From my ftation at Goree, I proceeded to the River 
44 Gambia, where I was unfortunate enough to exprefs the 
44 fame wilh as before. A young lad was accordingly 
44 brought down to me for inspection. He had a bafket 
44 of onions upon his head. I difapproved of him, and he 
4C went away. I was informed afterwards that he had 
44 been feduced to the water’s edge, under pretence of 
44 bringing his vegetables to a good market, and that if I 
u had approved of him, he would have been fold to me,” 

44 Finding by the two inftances now recited, that I 
44 might innocently become the means of tearing fome 
44 unoffending people from their connexions, and of put- 
44 ting them to confiderable pain, I refolved to make no 
44 farther declaration of my wants, but to go immediately 
44 to the merchants or factors, and buy one for his Majef- 
A 4 44 ty’s 
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CQ ty’s fervicc, who had already been procured. I accord- 
a ingly. bought a young lad, in the fame river, of about the 
4C age of twelve. This lad came with me home, but died 
a afterwards at Sheernefs. As foon as he could be un~ 
Ci derftood, he informed me of his hiftory. He told me 
<c that the village in which he lived, was attacked by rob- 
<c bers in the night; that the robbers came to his father’s 
w hut; that his father was killed in oppofnig them $ that 
his mother fhared the fame fate, but that he Was taken; 
<c and that in the morning he found himfelf in a croud of 
<c captives, all of them taken from the fame village, and 
*_ c in the fame manner.” 


ACCOUNT the THIRD. 

cc I was three years refident on the coaft of Africa, end- 
cc ing in 1788. It was my bufmefs to collect flaves. I 
<c had, of courfe, often an opportunity of knowing in what 
<c way they were obtained. 

cc Several of them are Rolen. For inftance, while I 
a refided about the River Riopongos, a trader came down 
tc from the inland country with (laves. I accordingly 
p'urchafed them. I told him that (laves were much 
u wanted. He went out with his party, and kidnapped 
cc three. Having procured thefe for us immediately, he 
returned with his people home, that he might bring 
down more* 

cc The Builams frequently made expeditions, and, with- 
out any other motive than that of getting money, attack 
cc their neighbours in the night. The Timmaneys are 
cc . perhaps, from the greater frequen:y of the cuftom, more 
cc notorious than the former. They go out in large par- 
cc ties at dufk. They rufh with violence into the huts of 
€C thofe they intend to fall upon, and each fele&s his man, 

u There are other ways of procuring (laves. But it 
may be fafely faid, that every little occurrence is made 

“ fubfervient 
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u fubfervient to the Have trade, and that the genius is rack- 
u ed to find out pretences to obtain the perfons of men. 
<c I will give you one instance out of many. A certain 
<c negroe on the River Riopongos, pretended that his an- 
cc ceftors had had a grudge againfi: the anceftors of another 
tc negroe then refident there, who had a wife and fix child— 
<c ren. He accordingly went to the king, communicated 
u to him the nature of the grudge, and promifed to give 
him a certain number of bars, if he would adjudge the 
u whole family to flavery, in confideration of the trefpafs 
tc or ■ fault originally committed by his anceftor. The 
cc king immediately accufed the man, (for without an ac- 
tc cufation he could not have fold him there) and he with his 
family were condemned and delivered up to the perfon who 
u had bribed him. This perfon afterwards fold the whole 
lc family to me. I thought no crime in purchafing them 
a at the time. We never refufe to purchafe any, how- 
u ever unjuftly we know them to have been taken.” 

ACCOUNT the FOURTH, 

u There are various ways of getting fiaves. Witch- 
a craft has no inconfiderable (hare in procuring them. 
“ A great man pretends to be under its influence, and 
cc accufes one who has a large family, knowing, that by 
the conviction of the parent, he will often, according 
u to the laws of the country, be enabled to fell the whole. 
“ No poor man, on the other hand, is allowed to have 
iC thefe fenfations, and he is of courfe incapable of accu- 
tc fing any on that account. It is a method uled by the 
u great to procure fiaves, or in other words, to gratify 
i( their own avaricious wants ; and to the fiave trade 
u alone is to be attributed its continuance. ' Hundreds of 
a innocent people have been configned to mifery by this 
4C method. 

Robbery is another confiderable fource of fupplying 
the fiave trade : every man in Africa goes armed. I 
fay this from an experience of many years. His reafon 

u is. 
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a is, that he may not only defend himfelf from the wild 
u beafts, but from the fudden incurfions of lurking 
u robbers. 

cc I oncefaw an expedition from Kikbal. Thirteen of 
<c the natives, with a defperate man at their head, got into 
<c a canoe. At dulk they went up the river Sama, and 
a as the night was farther advanced, attacked a village. 
c * One or two of the inhabitants, who had juft time to 
<c arm themfelves when they heard the noife, fired upon 
them as they were making a confiderable fweep. Their 
cc leader inftantly fell. This threw the reft into fuch con- 
u fternation, that they fled with precipitation to their 
* c canoe, and had only time to bring off a man and a 
w woman. 

c< At another time I purchafed thirty-three Haves, all 
of whom had been taken in an expedition made from the 
<c Turtle Iflands up the River Sherbro the preceding 
“ night. The Have trade is a very inhuman trade, and I 
left it to embark in one in the natural productions of 
Africa. I returned from my laft voyage but at the 
u latter end of the year 1788.” 

ACCOUNT the FIFTH. 

c< I had two opportunities of feeing how flaves were 
tc procured in the Rivpr of Old Calabar. I refided with 
4C the king of New Town for four months, and he allowed 
c< me to go up the river with him to trade for flaves. I 
u went with him twice within that time. In the firft ex- 
u pedition, there was a fleet confining of from ten to 
c< twelve canoes, which were properly manned and armed. 
With this fleet we fet out to trade. In the day time 
we called at the villages as we paffed, and purchafed our 
<c flaves fairly ; but in the night we made feveral excur- 
61 fions on the banks of the river. The canoes were uiu- 
u ally left with an armed force : the reft, when landed, 
w broke into the villages, and, rufhing into the huts of the 

u inhabitants, 
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u inhabitants, feized men, women, and children promifcu* 
u oufly. We obtained about fifty negroes in this man- 
u ner, in our firft expedition. 

u In our fecond, the fame pra&ices were in force; for 
<c we traded fairly by day, and became robbers in the 
night. We were more fuccefsful, in point of the num- 
** ber procured in the fecond, than in the fidl expedition.” 

ACCOUNT the SIXTH. 

6C I was refident for feven months at a factory in Mof- 
a fula Bay, in the kingdom of Angola. I know of no 
other way of making {laves there, than by robbery. 
a Our factory was fupplied by four traders, one of whom, 
€C with his party, was always out. Thefe parties confift- 
<c ed ufually of forty or fifty in number. They were al- 
u ways armed when they went out. They took no goods 
cc with them, but yet returned with Jlaves . Their time 
u of ftaying out was fometimes a month, and fometimes 
u lefs. It depended on circumftances, for if in a previous 
u expedition they had brought off a few from the fkirts of 
cc a town, they were obliged to go much farther for the 
u remainder the next. For the negroes, when fo attack- 
a ed, immediately leave their habitations, and go farther 
cc inland. They are continually in a wandering, uncer- 
a tain (late, on account of thefe frequent depredations. 

cc In the year 1787, I was lying at Cape Palmas. I 
a was told by the natives there, that they intended to at- 
“ tack a village on the third night. I afked them if the 
iC inhabitants had done them any injury. They replied, 
** no ; but that there was a confiderable number of fine 
{lout young men belonging to it, who were good for 
trade . This was their only reafon. On the fame day* 
c< on the evening of which the attack was to commence, 
I had occafion to go to another village, which was 
<c within about two miles from that which was marked 
H for pillage, and lay in the fame track. I fiept at a tra-, 
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ic tier’s houfe that night. At about two in the morning 
€C he awakened me to lee the fire. I jumped up inftantly 
cc from a cheft oil which I lay, and faw the village in 
tc flames. The next day more than fifty young men 
U were brought down, all of whom had been taken during 
the conflagration. 

In the year 1788, I was in the River Gaboon. I 
fiC went to a village at about a mile’s diftanee from the 
4C river fide. I happened to ftay there till night, when I 
<c requefted the trader, (in whofe hut I was) to conduCl 
4C me to another village, at the diftanee of half a mile 
<c from the former. But no intreaties could avail; for he 
u aflured me, that there were fo many robbers always 
u lurking in the night to catch men, that it was dange- 
rous to ftir out after dufk.” 

It appears from the accounts now given, and it would 
appear more ftrongly were I to communicate others of a 
fimilar kind in my pofleffion, that a very confiderable 
number of the natives of Africa are annually taken from 
their country and connexions by means of treachery and 
furpiife, and that the ties of confanguinity, love, and 
friendfhip, are violated in the profecution of the trade. 
To defcant but upon a fingle inftance of the kind muft be 
productive of pain to the ear of fenfibility and freedom. 
Confider the fenfations of the unhappy man, who is car¬ 
ried off* by a ruffian that has been lurking to intercept 
him in the night. Separated from every thing which he 
efteems in life, without the poffibility of bidding his 
friends adieu, behold him overwhelmed in teats—wringing 
his hands in defpair—looking back upon the fpot in which 
all his hopes and wifties lay— while his family at home 
are waiting for him with anxiety and fufpenfe—are 
waiting, perhaps, for fuftenance — are agitated between 
hope and fear — till length of abfence confirm the latter, 
and they are immediately plunged into inconceivable mi- 
fery and diftrefs. 

This, and other inftances of a fimilar kind, are but fo 
many inftances of the evils y which I promifed to enume¬ 
rate. 
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.rate, as experienced by the Africans in their own country in 
confequence of the profccution of the fave trade. That they 
.are great and enormous evils, none of thofe, to whom I 
have the honour to addrefs myfelf, will deny: nor will 
they hefitate inftantly to pronounce, that they ought imme¬ 
diately to ceafe. 

This brings me to the point. The evils in queftlon, 
it is confefled, ought undoubtedly to ceafe. I afk how ?— 
I am told that the event can be accomplifhed by means of 
the Regulation of the trade. 

It mull: at once ftrlke every reafonable perfon, that the 
regulation of the Have trade cannot be an efficient remedy 
for the evils complained of. Regulation implies continu¬ 
ance upon ftated terms : and fo fo long as the trade continues , 
fo long will there be temptations, and fo long will the 
needy and avaricious embrace them, to obtain the perfons 
of men. 

This inference Is confiftent with common fenfe, and 
but a flight knowledge of human nature : there can be no 
difficulty in fuppofing, that wherever there is a market for 
the human fpecies, many enormities will be there pradtifed 
to feize the ignorant and unwary. The maxim is as true 
in fadt, as it is in {peculation. People formerly in the 
vicinity of Egypt and Cyprus, (which were the firit known 
markets for Haves) as well as at a confiderable diftance 
round about thefe countries, were kidnapped to be carried 
there. It was fo on the fouthern coafls of the Mediterra¬ 
nean, and in the Archipelago afterwards. It was fo, in 
fhort, through the whole of the ancient world. It is now 
the cafe in Madagafcar, Arabia, and the Eaft. Even in 
Great Britain a market is found for the human fpecies* 
and people are fraudulently taken and conveyed to our 
Eaflern colonies. The fame market exifts in Holland, 
and people are treacheroufly torn from their connexions, 
and fent to Batavia. By the accounts before recited, 
fome of which reach nearly to the clofe of the year 1788, 
it appears, that the fame practices are in force, in con¬ 
fequence 
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fequence of the market, on the coafl of Africa. What 
unreafonablenefs then is there in fiippofing, that if the 
jftave trade fhould Hill continue to be profecuted in that 
part of the world, thofc enormities would not ceafe ? 

So much on the general idea of regulation, as it firft ffrikes 
me. But I will be more particular. I will endeavour to 
realize what I firft imagined. 1 will fuppofe a regulating 
bill, with fpecifick claufes, introduced into parliament, 
and I will apply it as a remedy for the evils mentioned. 

There can be no difficulty in anticipating of what nature 
and operation fuch a bill muff unavoidably be. In the 
firft place it can have no authority, and will of courfe be 
null and void, as far as it prefcribes or dictates to the Af¬ 
ricans in their own country. Suppofe it fhould contain 
the following claufes, u Be it henceforward inferted and 
enacted in the African codes of law, that he that ffealeth a 
man fhall furely die. And be it farther enadted, that the 
prince, who depopulates a village, for the purpofes of the 
flave trade, fhall immediately, on convi&ion, forfeit his 
crown.” How ridiculous would be fuch a bill! It would 
contain the ufurpation only of a power, which we could 
not exercife, and of a right, which would never be ac¬ 
knowledged. 

Let us fee then what it is that we can do in the prefent 
cafe, and that we can do jufily. We have moft undoubt¬ 
edly a right to refufe to purchafe, if we pleafe, any of the 
commodities of Africa, or to purchafe thofe only that we 
pleafe, and of what defcription we pleafe. This, I believe, 
is the fum of all we have a right to do. If any regulation 
then is to be adopted to heal the evils complained of, it 
can confift only in refufing to purchafe thofe who are flo- 
len, or are taken in an unjaffiliable manner: for with 
the internal regulations of Africa we have no right, nei¬ 
ther would the Africans fufFer us, to intermeddle. 

The regulating bill muff be evidently then of the following 
kind. It might fay,And be it ena&ed from henceforward, 

that 
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that confuls {hall be Tent out to the Coaft of Africa, to 
examine into the cafe of every Have, fold to every fubjeCb 
of the Britifh nation, with power (and under certain penal¬ 
ties if they fhould fail to exercife that power) to interdict 
the purchafe of every flave who fliall appear to have been 
unlawfully or unjuftly obtained.” But alas ! there are 
more than one hundred rivers on the coaft, and many in¬ 
termediate fpaces between fome of thefe, from which Haves 
are dire&ly fhipped. We muft fend therefore at leaf! an 
hundred confuls to the coaft of Africa, who (hall be refl- 
dent there at the fame time, or we muft reftriCt the trade 
to fuch narrow limits as would infure its abolition. 

But, not to mention the expenfe of fuch an eftablifh- 
ment, and the great probability of the immediate intro¬ 
duction of bribery and corruption, how could the confuls 
alluded to difcharge their ofEce ? In the firft place they 
would be ignorant of the language by which they could 
examine the Haves that would be brought down. To this 
it might be faid, u Let them apply to the black traders 
u who offer them for fale.” But I reply, that they might 
as well afk a thief, to tell them if he had ftolen, or any 
unjuft man to reveal the myfteries and iniquities of the 
calling by which he lives. I reply further, that feveral of 
the Haves come from the diftance of twelve hundred or 
a thoufand miles, with whofe language the very traders 
themfelves are totally unacquainted . 

To this I might add many other obftacles, that prefent 
themfelves. In fome of the rivers, more noted for the 
trade than others, fifteen hundred or two thoufand flaves 
are brought down in a day, one fixtieth of whom could 
never be examined in the time. I might add alfo, thai 
the black traders themfelves might refufe to admit our 
confuls to the examination of fuch flaves as were in their 
own repofitories or houfes, and the kings of Africa to 
fuffer them to refide among them at all. 

Thefe then being infur mountable objections, there 
might be fome, who would wifti to fubftitute the follow¬ 
ing 
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ing claufe. cc And be it enadled from henceforward, 
u that in every veflel that fails to the coaft of Africa for 
« Haves, there fhall be fome officer who {hall go out and 
u return with the faid veflel, and give on his return a 
u certificate, upon oath, on the points hereafter to be 

mentioned.’* 

It is evident that one part of the objcdlion to the for¬ 
mer claufe, namely (fo far as the impracticability or non- 
permiffion of refidence is concerned) is done away by the 
laft. But the others ftill remain. The probability of the 
officer being bribed by the merchant at home, or by the 
trader upon the coalf, or by the captain on the voyage, is 
an almoft infuperable obftacle. The circumftance of 
language is never to be gotten over. If a fliip were alfo 
to wait for a cargo of people, none of whom had been 
tmjuftly reduced to flavery, fhe would rot upon the coaft-, 
before fhe would be able to complete it, her crew would 
be dead, and her merchant ruined. There are many 
other confiderations, that would render a regulation im¬ 
practicable, nugatory, and abfurd. 

To recapitulate. Unlefs the Britifh legiflature can 
alter the paftions and habits of men, and make human na¬ 
ture what it certainly is not 5 unlefs they have a perfect 
and acknowledged dominion over the Africans, can exercife 
fuch dominion, and can alter the African codes of law at 
their own will : and unlefs additionally they can do things 
equally impoffible with thofe now ftated, fo long will the 
very beft regulations that human wifdom can devife, be 
totally inadequate to remove the evil, fuftained by the Af¬ 
ricans in their own country, in confequence of the profe- 
cution of the Have trade. But what evil is this exiting 
in Africa, that cannot be remedied by any act of foreign 
flat.es ? It is an evil, of all others the moll flagitious, and 
of greater magnitude than thofe, which afterward occur, 
either in the profecution of the trade, or in the colonial 
flavery. It is an evil, the parent and foundation of all 
other evils, by means pf which every tie of love, confan- 

guinity, 
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guinity, and friendfhip, is tom afunder, by means of 
which the peftilential dungeon prefents itfeJf afterwards 
on the pafiage, aiid the fcourge and manacle in the land 
of flaver.y. It is that evil which firft awakened the atten¬ 
tion of the many benevolent oppofers of the flave trade ; 
which firft rouzed them into adtion 5 ahd which will ftill, 
I hope (unlefs effectually cured) be uniformly oppofed by 
them for the remainder of their lives. 

The grcateft then, and the moft important of all the 
evils, which exift in confequence of the profecution of 
the flave trade, can never be eradicated by any regulation 
that can be devifed* Let us fee if abolition would anfwer 
the purpofed encL 

That abolition would be effectual, will be evident, if w& 
only follow the clue of reafoning already given to the rea¬ 
der, as far as it has been fubmitted to his view. In the 
firft place, it appeared that regulation would be inadequate 
to heal the evils complained of^ beqaufe, the market ftill 
continuing , the fame temptations would alfo neceflafily 
continue, and the needy and avaricious would of courfe 
be ftill ready to embrace them. On the abolition, on the 
other hand, thofe articles of European traffick, which had 
hitherto feduced the minds of the natives, would ftill a£fc 
as temptations (not to make them go out and catch men, 
for men would he no longer faleable) but to fpur them on 
to employ themfelves in another way ; and the needy 
would be obliged to fatisfy their wants, and the avaricious 
to gratify their appetites in another manner. 

It appeared, fecondly, that regulation would be inade¬ 
quate, bec&ufe the Britifh legiflature could not enforce 
fuch pains and penalties upon the violators of human li¬ 
berty on the coaft of Africa, as would deter them from 
the like practices again ; but the abolition taking place, all 
fuch pains and penalties would be ufelefs . The unhappy 
natives were accuftomed to be torn from their connexions, 
for the purpofe of deriving an emolument from their fale. 
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But the fale ceaftng , the motives for fuch depredations 
would perifli with it, and the evil, for the prevention of 
which fuch pains and penalties would have been necef- 
fary, would alfo ceafe. 

It appeared, thirdly, that regulation would be inade¬ 
quate, becaufe it would be morally impoflible to examine 
moft of the flaves that would be brought down, and to 
difcover fuch as had been taken by treachery and furprize. 
But the abolition taking place, or, in other words, men 
being no longer to be fold , no more of them would be clan- 
deftinely taken, and an examination would be rendered 
rinnecefiary and vain* 

It appears then, that an abolition of the Have trade 
Would have the defired end, and that an abolition only 
would be efFe&ual. It is probable, however, that the 
following obje£Hon may be made to what I have faid. 
fic You feem to have been reafoning on a fuppofition, that 
the reft of the nations of Europe would concur with the 
Britifh, and that the abolition would be general . But 
fuppofe it otherwise, then the trade would be ftill purfued, 
and not one lefs of the inhabitants of Africa would be ta¬ 
ken and fent into flavery.” This objedtion is a very fa¬ 
vourite argument on the other fide of the queftion. I 
Wife to-be particular in exprefling it. The term “ not 

one lefsj ,? has been invariably ufed on the occaflon. I 
have heard it from the Weft-India merchant repeatedly. 
I have heard it from the planter. I have heard it from the 
dealer in human flefh. I have feen it in moft of the pub- 
lick prints, and I wifh to record it as an inftance of no 
little preemption in thofe who ftarted, or thofe who have 
ufed it, that they ftiould dare to hazard a calculation to 
the world, which they maintain to be accurate to an unit. 
To me, I confefs, it will always be a matter of furprize, 
that they, who have never yet been accurate on any other 
point of the fubjecSt, flicmld have been fo particularly accu¬ 
rate on this. 


In 
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in combating the objection, I will meet it fairly, and 1 
hope to be able to fliew, even oh a fuppofition that we 
Hand alone, that ?nore than one of tfie natives of Africa 
Would be annually faved by the abolition, and that the 
evil would be confiderably abated, if not ceafe. Iii the 
term abolition, however, I include the three following 
particulars, iff. That Britiih flaips and fubjeCts be pro-i 
hibited from, employment in tlie Have trade, 2dly. Thai 
the reception of Haves into the Britifti colonies be alfp 
prohibited. 3 dly. That a new trade be immediately fufi« 
ftituted on the coafl: of Africa* under the aufpices and 
protection of government. Thefe three particular?, if 
we fhould ever abolifh the Have tirade* are, I prefiune& 
infeparably connected with one another. 

In the firfb place I muft premife, that the number of 
Haves fhipped from the coaft of Africa, is-nearly.the fapie 
in one year as in another in the time of peace* or that, in, 
fuch times, there is in all years-} with hut little variation 
the fame regular demand . To take one port for aii exatn^ 
pie. The vdlels belonging to it were fitted out. 


In a time of pro¬ 
found peace, and be¬ 
fore the expectation 
and commencement 
of the American war, 
viz. in the years 


1770" 

1771 

1772 

*773-* 


for about 


28,000 00 
28,000 
26,000 
28,000 - 




At a certain pe¬ 
riod of that war, viz. 
in the year 


1779 £ for about < 4,000 




In a time of peace, 
and after the clofe of 
that war, viz. in the 
years 


1784- 
1785 
x ? 86 
1787 1 


for about 


25,000 -| 

30,000 l fiav . s 
31,000 1 
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This ftatement fhews us, firft, that war makes a very 
confiderable difference in the number of Haves annually 
taken from the coaft of Africa, but, fecondly, (which is 
the point I wiflied to be eftablifhed) that this number is 
nearly the fame in one year as in another, in the time of peace • 
But if this be a&ually the cafe ; if the number of Haves, 
{hipped in peaceable times, or the whole general demand 
by the French, Danes, Dutch, Englifh, and others, is 
nearly annually the fame, then it is evident, if the Britifh 
government prohibit the reception of any into their own 
colonies, or if, in other words, their proportion of the whole 
general demand fhould ce'afe there, that many thoufand 
{laves, or their proportionate Jhare of them, would be an¬ 
nually faved from European tyranny by the introduction 
of fuch a meafure. 

To fhew this by a more fpecifick explanation. Let 
lis fuppofe that the whole annual demand amounts in the 
time of peace to about one hundred thoufand flaves, and 
that, for the Britifh colonies about twenty thoufand of thefe 
are wanted. Then it follows that eighty thoufand confti- 
tute the general annual demand for the reft of the Euro¬ 
pean fettlements, and that their colonifts, having gotten 
thefe* want no more. What then would be the confe- 
quence, if flaves were refufed admittance into the Britifh 
colonies, but that twenty thoufand, and (if other circum- 
ftances are included) more than twenty thoufand of the 
natives of Africa, would annually ceafe to be brought 
down, and configned to flavery ? 

But fays one, cc it is not improbable but that fhips 
4C would be fitted out by the people of other nations, to 
w carry thofe from the coaft of Africa, which the Britifh 
1C formerly took.” But—where would they carry them ? 
The different European colonifts having gotten their 
eighty thoufand, or their annual number, the reft would be 
evidently fuperfluous, and no pur chafers would be found. 
As a cafe in point, I will mention an inftance that I fee 
now lying upon my table. A certain veffel touched at 
Barbadoes in the month of June, 1788. She offered her 

flaves 
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flaves for fale, but the Barbadians having gotten from 
other veflels their ufual annual fupply, there were ?io pla?i~ 
tors to pur chafe them . From Barbadoes fhe proceeded to 
St. Vincent’s, hoping to find a market in that ifland. 
But the fituation of the inhabitants there Was the fame 
with thofe of Barbadoes, and not: a Jingle Jlave could be fold* 
From St. Vincent’s file went to Grenada. But the Gre¬ 
nadians having alfo been previoufiy fupplied, none of the?n 
could be taken there . It happened, however, that a Dutch 
planter from Demerary came to Grenada at the fame 
time. This perfon, not having yet received the number 
for which he had an annual demand, purchafed and took 
them away to his own quarter. So it would be with the 
reft of the Europeans conjointly, if the Britifh govern¬ 
ment were, according to the fenfe reftridted, to flop the 
trade. For having gotten their eighty thoufand, or in 
other words, having compleated their general annual de¬ 
mand, and having made their remittances accordingly, the 
twenty thoufand formerly fent to the Britifh colonies, would 
be fuperfluous, and for thefe no purchafers would be 
found. 

But, fays another, ic However reasonable what you 
have faid may appear, * it is at befl: but conje&ure; for 
that foreign planters would not purchafe thofe whom the 
Britifh formerly took, you cannot pofetivcly fay.” But I 
will meet this objedlor on his own terms. I will fup- 
pofe, if poilible, that foreign planters, having completed 
their number, would purchafe more. What could be 
their inducement, or would follow, but that, the market 
being overdone by fo prodigious a number as twenty thou - 
fand , the price of flaves muff inftantly fall ? But if it 
were to fall, and if moreover it were to fall to that 
ftandard, to which according to the known flu&uations 
of commerce it inevitably muff, it would be then ruinous 
to the merchant to purfue the'.trade, and things would 
return foon to their former level . This level would be the 
number eighty thoufand, or that of their general annual 
demand. 
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Confidering then the abolition in that extent of its 
meaning onJy r which hinders the reception of {laves into 
the Britifh colonies, it follows that many more than one 
would be faved, or ceafe to be taken from their country 
by the enforcement of fuch a meafure > namely thofe, in 
point of number, that were formerly landed there, thofe 
alfo who were (hipped with the former, but died in the 
middle paftage ; and thofe additionally, who were killed 
in the depopulation of villages, or the fkirmifhes of par¬ 
ties to obtain them both- But if fo many lefs would 
foe brought from the coaft, or deftroyed than before, there 
would be fo many more of the natives of Africa, by whom 
the evils exifting in their own country in ponfequence of 
the {lave trade would not be felt. 

Let us now go to the next idea, that is included in 
|he term abolition, namely, the jubjlitution among the 
natives of Africa of another trade. By the word fubfti- 
tution, however, muft be clearly underftood fuch a6Hon 
or actions on our part, as fhould induce the natives not 
only to receive the new intercourfe alluded to, but tQ 
abandon the old • 

To fubftitute, in. the fenfe determined, with any effedt, 
it would clearly become us to make a Settlement upon the 
fea coaft, and on fuch a part of it as would he moft fa¬ 
vourable to the defign ; I do not mean, as formerly, in a 
piratical and unjuft manner, but by means of purchafe 
and in an honourable way. It would become us alfo to 
go prepared for the purpofe, for without the adoption of 
certain principles it would be in vain to hope for fucceft. 
Suppofe then, that among others, we were to go with the 
three following determinations : — to give the natives all 
the encouragement in our power—to refufe to purchafe a 
Have, as well as to hinder all others from purchafing 
within our own limits—and to propofeand give an afylupi 
to all fuch as fhould either feel themfelves opprefied, or 
Ihould have an inclination to live amongft us. — Thefe 
determinations would be fo far from impeaching our 
equity, as to do us honour, and we have only to fuppofe 
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them to be made, to eftimatc the probability of fuccecding 
in the execution of our defign. 

That the natives of Africa then, on any particular 
diftridfc to be feiedlcd, would receive the new trade, if 
built on the bafis of encouragement , (which is the firfb 
principle mentioned) is evident, firft, from reafon, becaufe 
they have the fame perceptions as other people, are^ as 
fenfible of their own intereft, and have an enterprizing 
and commercial fpirit; and fecondly, from experience, 
becaufe no new trade has been pointed out to them, on 
the fame bafis, which they have not readily embraced. 

That they would abandon the old, is deducible partly 
from the former paragraph, which concludes upon their 
reception of the new : for let us divide them into two 
claffes, namely, into fuch as trade in the human fpecies, 
and fuch as do not trade at all, but would.be glad to 
embark in commerce, if they had the means of doing it; 
then it is evident, that by the introdudlion of the new 
trade on the one hand, and the reception of it on the 
other, fome would be fecured, others diverted, and others 
gained over from a connedtion with the old; and that every 
inftance of addition to the one, and of diverfion and de¬ 
fection from the other, if founded on encouragement , would 
contribute to fpread fuch a flame of emulation, and to 
advance the point in fueh a ratio, as to afford us the moft 
fanguine expeditions. 

But it is not encouragement alone, as infuring the 
reception of the new trade, that would contribute to the 
dereliction to be hoped for. The Africans have been long 
ufed to our commodities, fo much fo, as not eafily to be 
able to do without them. Their wants, at the time of 
effablifhing the fettlement, would be evidently as prefling 
and urgent for their accufromary gratification as before, but 
this gratification, in confequence of a clofure of the ave¬ 
nues of the flave trade, could not be had as formerly. 
Driven then to confiderable anxiety and pain, the refuxai 
to purchafe a Have, and the exclufion of others from doing 
B 4 it 
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it within our own limits, (which is the fecond principle 
fuppofe v d) would contain in itfelf a fling, which would 
operate like the fling of neceflity, to drive them into the 
completion of our defign. 

To fee how the third principle would alfo operate, which 
would be the granting of an afylum to all fuch as fhould 
either feel themfelves opprefled, or fhould have an incli¬ 
nation to live among us, I fliall anticipate an objedtion, 
which might othervvife have been made here, namely, that 
the kings in the vicinity of the fettlement (for thefe are 
principally benefited by the flave trade) could, if they 
pleafed, gratify their wants in the ufual way; that they 
could do this by fending their fubjedls, or others, by means 
of new and circuitous paths, to fuch more diflant places 
upon the coafl, where foreign vefiels were known to come, 
but where the jurifdidtion of the fettlement did not reach : 
and that, irritated by the floppage of the trade, they 
would adept the meafure. 

Not to dwell upon the difficulty of opening new paths, 
and forming new connexions, (both of which are included 
in the idea of eflablifhing a new route) or upon the length 
of time it would take to do it, whilfl their wants would be 
calling for immediate gratification, or upon the infant 
deer safe in the value of the flave trade , both on account of 
new taxes to be paid to the kings, through whofe territo¬ 
ries their flaves wopJd be marched down, as well as on 
account pf the lofs of them now and then by banditti, I 
will come immediately to the point. In Africa it is the 
poor man who is made the flave who is accufed of witch¬ 
craft, but who is fullered to have no fuch fenfations of 
his own by which he can accufe another; who lives on 
account of the flave trade in perpetual anxiety and fear. 
In Africa it is, that a man is obliged to be conflantly 
armed that he has been taught from his infancy to pre¬ 
pare himfelf againfl the attempts of the robbers, who will 
be lurking to intercept his perfon, and to hurry it to fale. 
What a dreadful fkuation is this for an human being to 
pc placed in ? A fkuation, night and day, of continual ap- 

prehenfio^ 



prehenfion and alarm. What reafonahle being in fuck 
a (late that would nor. even run the rifk of his life to ef- 
cape to a fettlement, the members of which had offered 
him perfonal fecurity and freedom. The third principle 
then, by which an afylum would be offered to all fuch as 
either felt them (elves oppreffed, or had an inclination to 
live among us, would operate two ways. It would ope¬ 
rate either as a check upon the kings in the vicinity, to 
deter them from adopting the meafure, or, in cafe of their 
adoption of it, to increafe, by means of repeated defecti¬ 
ons, the number of the inhabitants of the fettlement. In 
which-ever of thefe ways it operated, it would effectually 
anfwer the defig n. 

If then we take into confideration the power of want^ 
to drive them with its irrefiftible fting to a particular point; 
if we take into confideration alfo the fpur of encouragetnent 
urging them on to the fame goal, and the prodigious and 
ineJUmahle advantages which the great bulk of the people 
in the vicinity of the fettlement would derive from the 
change, it is evident, as far as common fenfe can antici¬ 
pate, that the end propofed under the idea £C fubftitution, 5 * 
would be obtained. But if the end were to be obtained, then 
it is equally clear that all thofe, who were annually accuf- 
tomed to be fentinto flavery from the vicinity of the fettle¬ 
ment, would be faved from oppreftion, and that there would 
be one fpot in Africa, in which it could be faid, that the 
evils fuflained by the natives in their own country, in confe- 
quence of the profecution of the Have trade, were no more® 

I have hitherto confined myfelf to a particular fpot, 
which I conceived to be occupied by Britifh colon!fts for 
the purpofe of fubftituting another trade. But as the 
fubje£t is of importance, and as fomething elfe may be 
added, -which is not wholly impertinent, I muff trefpafs a 
little longer on the time of my readers, to inquire what 
would be the effeCt of our relinquishing of the Have trade 
in fuch other parts of the coaff of Africa, upon which we 
Should have no influence, but upon which others would, 
by continuing to go for flaves. 



My reafoning on this topick /hall be founded on a very 
favourite argument of the dealers in human flefh, namely, 
u that if the Britijh aholifbed the Jlavc trade , the great 
a competition would ceafe , and JJaves would bcco?ne cheap 
by which they would have us underftand, that we fhould 
be giving an advantage t:o foreign nations. 

To begin the inquiry. The Haves, who would come 
down to foreigners for fale, would be evidently then, as 
now, of the three following deferiptions, namely, fuch as 
would come from the remote interior parts, fuch as 
would come from the vicinity of the fea fhore, and fuch 
as would come from the intermediate interior parts be¬ 
tween them. With refpedt to thofe of the firft deferip- 
tion, no alteration could take place in their price. They 
would be to be brought from a prodigious diftance, as 
before. They muft be to be fupported in travelling for 
many moons, which fuftenance or fupport would coil 
fomething. They would alfo have to pay their tribute to 
each of the various petty kings, through whofe territories 
they w r ould be fufFered to pafs. From thefe circumiFances 
therefore, as well as others that might be mentioned, they 
could not be fold cheaper than at their prefent rate. But 
if the competition were to ceafe, as it evidently would, 
and if the price of Haves were to fall, as the Have mer¬ 
chants ftrenuoufly contend, and as I readily allow, noth¬ 
ing is more evident, than that Haves would ceafe to be 
brought from the remote interior parts. But if it would 
not be worth the while of the refpebfive parties to bring 
them from thence, then would fo many be additionally 
faved, and then of courfe would the evils, experienced by 
the Africans in thefe inland parts in confequence of the 
prcfecution of the Have trade, ceafe to continue there. 

With refpe£f to thofe who would be reduced to flavery, 
either on, or in the vicinity of, the coaft, the fame argu¬ 
ment will hold. For if Haves were to become cheaper, it 
would be lefs worth the while of the black traders to deal 
in the human fpecies, or, on the other hand, more worth 
their while to trade in another way. But if this were the 
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cafe either on, or in the vicinity of, the coaft, much more 
would it be fo in the interior intermediate parts, feveral 
places in which would be at fuch a confiderable diftance. 
from the fea, as to make the haves, brought from thence, 
chargeable with a great proportion of the expenfes una¬ 
voidably attending thofe of the firft defcription ; fo that in 
any fpot we might felc£t, or in any with which we might 
afterwards have no connexion, our conduct in the aboli¬ 
tion of the have trade would have its influence. 

To wind up the argument. It has appeared, firft, that 
if the Englifh were to hinder the reception of flaves into 
their own colonies (which is one of the ideas included in 
the abolition of the flave trade) many of the natives of Af¬ 
rica would annually ceafe to be interrupted, or taken from 
their own country, namely, all fuch (in point of number) 
as were formerly landed there ; all fuch as were (hipped 
with thefe, but died on the coaft or the middle pafTage ; 
and all fuch as were killed in the depopulation of villages, 
or the fkirmiihes of parties or individuals to obtain them 
both* 

It has appeared fecondly, that if the Englifh were to en¬ 
deavour to fubftitute another trade among the natives of 
the fame continent (an idea which is alfo included in the 
term abolition) there would be one fpot at leaft, namely, 
in the vicinity of their fettlement, from whence all thofe 
(in point of number) would annually ceafe to be taken, 
who were fornaerly fent into flavery from that quarter. 

It has appeared thirdly, from an argument conftantly in 
tife on the other fide of the queftion, that numbers would 
alfo annually ceafe to be brought down from the inward 
parts, independently of the confederation that it would be 
lefs worth the while of the traders of Africa, in any part 
of it whatever, to deal in the human fpecies. 

Now, if common fenfe is allowed to arbitrate in the 
flatter, no argument can be more falfe than that which 
that if the Englifh were to abolifh the flave trade, 

and 
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and to abolifh it alone, not one lefs of the natives of Africa 
would be taken and fent into foreign flavery. But, if the 
argument be falfe, then (to return to the main point) would 
many thoufands be annually added to the natives of that 
continent, among whom the evils, exiting in confequence 
of the profecution of the Have trade, would be utterly un¬ 
known* 

Having now very diffufively confidered the firft evil 
refulting from the have trade, and with equal, I fear, 
tedioufnefs and prolixity applied to them the two bills of 
regulation and abolition refpe£lively as a cure, it appears 
that the former (whatever claufes human ingenuity could 
fuggeft) would be totally inadequate to its removal; whereas 
the latter would not only effeStually remove it in certain parts 
of the continent of Africa, but would alfo have an htfiuence 
in fuch, as might be reforted to by others who had no 
compundlion at its continuance. I mall now only propofe 
the following queftion. a Is it likely that the planters of 
foreign nations would fee thofe of the Britifh faving the 
money formerly expended in the purchafe of Haves, cul¬ 
tivating alfo the cane at a cheaper rate, and underfelling 
them in its produce at fuch of the markets of Europe 
where the inhabitants are incapable of fupplying them- 
felves, or that certain foreign governments would behold 
that of the Britiih laying the foundation of a new marine^ 
of a new revenue , and of a new and inexhaujlible mart 
for the manufactures of its fubje&s, and not follow the 
example ? 55 


SECTION 
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SECTION II. 

Having taken into confideration the evils expe¬ 
rienced by the Africans, or the objefts of the trade in their 
iirft fituation, namely, in their own country , I come now 
to thofe, which they experience in their fecond* , or on the 
Middle Pajfage . 

That there are evils, whieh they additionally experience 
during the tranfportation, w T ili be evident from the follow¬ 
ing accounts, taken in the order, in which they are fub- 
mitted to the publick, from the papers of thofe gentlemen, 
who were fo good as to furnifli me with their evidence 
upon that fubjecL 

ACCOUNT THE FIRST. 

cc The mifery, which the Haves endure in confequence 
£t of too clofe a itowage, is not eafily to be deferibed* 
<c I have heard them frequently complaining of heat, and 
u have feen them fainting, and aimoft dying for want of 
cc water. Their fituation is worft in rainy weather. We 
“ do every thing for them in our power. In all the 
<€ veflels in which I failed in the Have-trade, we never 
u covered the gratings with a tarpawling, but made a 
<c tarpawling awning over the booms. Notwithfianding 
u which, I have feen the Haves after a rain, panting for 
u breath, and in fuch a fituation, that the feamen have 
“ been obliged to get them immediately upon deck, 
u fearing left they would otherwife have fainted away, 
u and died. In one of my voyages, which was particu- 
a iarly unhealthy, we have found eight or ten dead in a 

4S morning. In the-———--we purchafed 350 Haves* 

u and buried 6; in a fecond voyage, in the fame fhip, 
“ we purchafed 350, and buried 200 ; and in the ——. 
a we purchafed about 370, and buried about 100.” 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT THE SECONjO. 

44 The flaves frequently complain of heat on a calm 
« 4 night, but much more fo when it rains, as we are then 
44 obliged to fpread a tarpawling over them; and not- 
44 withstanding that it is kept at a conftderable height 
44 from the gratings by means of a ridge rope, and 
44 ftretched out by means of nettles to give them every 
44 advantage in point of air, they are ftill in a miferable 
44 fete. I have been in their rooms to fee them on thefe 
44 occafions, and have found them in a violent perfpira* 
44 tion. I have wiped them with cloths rnyfelf, and have 
44 feen that others have wiped them alfo. I have no 
44 doubt but that in full flave-veffels their fufFerings muft 

44 be inconceivably great. In the-we purchafed 

44 about 700 flaves, and loft 250. In the fhip--we 

44 purchafed about 300, out of which we buried about 
44 17. In the floop ——— 25 were bought, and 2 
44 buried. In the ——- we bought 180, and loft about 

44 25. In the-350 were purchafed, and 25 were 

44 loft as before. In the--* about 500 were 

44 purchafed, and 150 buried 5 and out of 250 bought in 
* 4 the —-, 5 died.” 


ACCOUNT THE THIRD. 

44 The flaves complain much of heat, and fweat ib, 
44 when confined below, that their rooms are as wet as if 
44 water had been thrown over them, and any one, who 
«€ o-oes below, finds himfelf- prefently covered with it.— 
44 Their worft fituation, or at leaft as bad as any, is in 
44 the rainy feafons, for then they are covered over with 
44 a tarpawling, but as we ftudy their health, it is laid 
44 over a pole fixed at the height of about four feet above 
44 the middle of the gratings, fo as to hang down like the 
44 ridge of an houfe. When they are Tick, they are much 
to be pitied. They lie on the bare boards. Such of 
them as can creep upon deck from the hofpital, which 

44 is 
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cc is in the fore part of the (hip, come up in the morning, 
tc Such as are not able to clear themfelves, lie in their 
u own filth, till affiftance comes. Such as are fo ill as 
not to bear a removal, have the dirt (craped up around 
cc them, and lie till they are better, or expire. I was in 
u two French, and alfo in two Englifii Guineamen. In 
4C the ftrft of the former defcription from Bourdeaux, we 
<c purchafed about 500 (laves, and buried about 200. In 
a the fecond, from Bred, we purchafed about 400, and 

cc loft 20. In the --of London, 370 were 

<c bought, and 50 loft. In the-, an old man of 

war, 11x5 were purchafed upon the Coafl, and 845 
u were buried.” 

It appears, from the above accounts, that there are two 
evils experienced by the Africans on the Middle Pajfage , in 
confequence of the profecution of the (lave trade : the one, 
inconceivable pain and agony ariiing from heat and con * 
finement, the other, a lofs of life from the fame caules. 
Thefe caufes are ultimately refolvable into one, namely, 
the clofenefs of their ftowage. Were I to bring * a far¬ 
ther proof of the exiftence of thefe evils, I would appeal 
to the evidence of the Liverpool delegates, during the iaft 
feffions of parliament, from which it appeared firft, that 
a (lave had not fufticient room to lie upon his back on the 
Middle Paflage; and fecondly, on a calculation made, 
that if people were to die in the fame proportion as (laves 
during their tranfportation, the whole human race would 
be extinct in the fpace of ten years. 

Thefe evils then being of a very ferious nature, (for 
thofe who furvive the voyage mu ft have exquifitely dif¬ 
fered, and thofe v/ho do not,' muft have been by inches 
murdered ,) it will be corifefted by all thofe, to whom I 

addrefs 

* The evil complained of in the former fe£tion being as it were the 
parent and foundation of the reft, I thought it neceflary to bring the 
accounts of no lets than fix gentlemen, in proof of its exiftence—With 
refpedt to the exiftence of the reft, I fhall confine inyfelf to three, being 
unwilling to treipafs unnecefiariiy upon the time of my readers. 
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addrefs myfelf, that they ought immediately to be remov¬ 
ed ; and that as the clofcnefs of the Ho wage is the ulti¬ 
mate caufe of them, fuch room fhould at leaH be allowed 
the flaves, as would make them comfortable oil their 
paffage, and prevent the lofs of life. 

Thefe being but reafonable data to proceed upon, let 
us now, as before, apply to the bill, which I anticipated 
to be brought into parliament for the regulation of the 
Have trade, as a cure. 

In the firft place it is evident, that the claufes of that 
branch of the bill, which relates to the prefent point, 
mull confider the ftowage as the foundation to go upon 
for a remedy to the evils complained of, and that they 
mull apportion it to the tonnage of the vefiel, or fomd 
other given Handard, in fuch a manner, as will enfurd 
their removal. It will be therefore only necefTary to 
Inquire how it may be fo apportioned, as to anfwer the 
purpofed end. 

To attempt to invelligate what ought to be the proper 
proportion on this occafion, would be prefumptuous in 
me, when a cafe, fo fimilar in its principle, occurs. I 
allude to the Howage of the convidls for Botany Bay $ 
and I think no unreafonable perfon will objedt, uniefs that 
I may too much dilhonour the Africans, if I put them 
upon the fame fcale. 

* The gentleman, to whom the Howage of thefe unfor¬ 
tunate people was referred, went upon two data, namely, 
to render their fituation only comfortable, and to pre- 
ferve their lives. The refult of his deliberation upon 
thefe principles was, that there ought not to be lefs than 
two tons to each perfon . Having given this his opinion, 
he had the fatisfadtion to find it approved of, and put in 
force. It would be unpardonable not to add, that his 
opinion was the refult of the firft rate nautical knowledge 

in 


* Captain Teer, of the Navy. 
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in that line : that it was formed with ^liberation, care,, 
and confcientioufnefs; and that it will ever have this 
decided fuperiority over any other that may be now formed 
in a fimilar cafe in the African trade, that it was made at 
an interval of hnpartiaiity , and at a time when that fub~ 
je& could not have warped the judgment either one way 
or the other by ail allufion to this particular 

Having now found out a rule,' let us fee, before we 
apply it, in what particular points the cafes agree or differ* 
In the firft place, the objects in both of them are men* 
So far they tally. In the fecond, one of the parties under 
fconfideration are convifts^ whereas in the other there are 
at any rate many Innocent men. So far they differ,, But 
the grand difference, and that only about which any dif- 
pute can arife, is in the length of their refpe&iVe paffages, 
Suppofe then, that the flaves, hereafter to be tranfportedj 
fhould have half a ton lefs for each perfbn on this account % 
then, if we go upon the two data before mentioned, (and 
any other humanity forbids) the anticipated bill mult 
allow one ton and an half to every Have upon his paffage* 

This being the cafe* let us apply to the bill of reguM- 
tion, as containing the following claufe of amendment lit 
this ratio. 

u And be it enafted from henceforward, that no veflel, 
u failing from any port in the dominions of Great Bri- 
a tain* have on board at any one time more than in the 
5C proportion of one full grown Have to* every one ton and 
a an half, according to the regifter of the faid veflel * or 
* c more boys and girls, (according to the ftandard here- 
* after to be mentioned) than in the fame proportion.’* 


* The pafl’age from Great Britain to the Weft Indies is made m the 
fame time as the Middle Paflage. Troops, in the former cafe, have 
two tons to one man. But half of them fleep below at a time. Hence 
e.very foldier has room to Deep in at the rate of four tons per man® 
Befides this, they can go on deck when they pieafe, and are not fettered* 
Their fttuation, notwlthftanding, has never been judged very comfortable; 

C But 
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But it is impoffible to regulate the ftowage in this 
proportion, without abolijhing the trade: for if, by the 
unanimous content of the Liverpool delegates at the bar 
of the Houfe of Commons, a regulation of * but one ton 
to one perfon would dejlroy //, how much more would that 
in the ratio propofed effe£t its abolition ? All regulations, 
therefore, in this point, will be found futile and inefficient: 
for if the trade is to exift, there cannot be allowed, in the 
opinion of our opponents, one ton to one [lave ; but if it 
jhould be continued with lefs than a ton to a Jlave y then 
will not thofe miferies, nor that mortality, be removed, 
which, in conjun&ion with other evils, have occafioned, 
and will ftill continue to occafion, an oppofition to the 
exigence of the fiave trade. 

That the bill of abolition would be efFe&ual, is e vident 
at the firft fight, becaufe, in confequence of it, the evils 
complained of would be no more. 


* See Extra$s from the Evidence of the Liverpool Delegates, and 
their Council at the bar of the Houfe of Commons, in the Prelimina- 
lies of this Bffay, 
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SECTION 

The evils experienced by the Africans in their firft and 
fecond fituation, in confequence of the profecution of the 
Have trade, having been fully examined, arid dwelt upon 
according to the plan propofed, thofe only remain for 
iconfideration which they experience in their thirds or in 
the colonies from the fame caufe. 

The nature of thefe evils will be feen from the accounts 
that follow. 


ACCOUNT the FIRST* 

As given by the Relator* 

a The treatment, which the flaves experience in the 
a Rritifh frigar colonies, is very fevere and degrading, 
and is a matter of juft complaint, inafmuch as t^ey a te 
cc beaten arbitrarily by thofe who are fet over them, and 
a their punifhment is fevere for but trifling faults. ” 

a With refpe£f to their ordinary punifhments, arid their 
a treatment, I fhall mention the following particulars. 
u The wharfs of Kingfton are crowded every Monday 
morning with poor flaves, who are brought there to be 
a whipped for the offences of the preceding week.—They 
u are generally tied up by the wrifts, and ftretched out in 
a that manner they receive their punifhment.” 

u I have ofteii feen them at work with logs of wood 
u made faft to them, and with iron hooks about their 
a necks, but what their offences were, that merited fuch 
u punifhment, I cannot fay. I affert, that the flaves in 
u the Weft India Iflands, that is, Jamaica and Tobago, 
u are very cruelly ufed. I have feen them with fears on 
* c their backs, occafioned by whipping, which no time 
w could erafe* I have feen them with their ears cut off, 
C 2 a and 
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<c and their perfons otherwife mutilated, but particularly 
tc in the vicinity of Kingfton, and, in both iflands, the 
4C found of the whip is continually in the ears of thofe 
6i who live there.” 


ACCOUNT the SECOND. 

a I have feen four or five negroe boys and girls tied up 
iC by their hands to the rams-horns of a crane, and by 
u means of the machine lifted from the ground. Their 

whole weight was fufpended by their wrifts. In this 
cc fituation they were flogged with a bufh of black ebony, 
<s which has ten times more prickles upon it than the 
4C green thorn bufh of this country. The blood ifliied 
a at every ftroke, and to increafe the pain, the bufh was 
<£ previoufly dipped into fait water.” 

44 I once faw a very fine young woman in the ifland of 
4C Barbadoes, for a very flight offence to her miftrefs, 
44 flxetched out with her belly on the ground, and quite 
44 naked, receive thirty-nine lafhes. Every cut of the 
44 whip fetched blood from her flefh.” 

44 At another time I was on a vifit at a plantation in 
44 Grenada,, upon which were feveral flaves whom I had 
u brought from Africa, and among thefe an old woman 
u and three daughters. On inquiry for them, I was 
44 much furprifed to hear that they were at work in the 
® c held, as I had not fold them more than three days be- 
44 fore. Upon this I walked out to fee them before din- 
44 ner. When I entered the field, I difcovered the old 
44 woman at work with her hoe, who no fooner faw than 
® 4 ihe ran to meet me, and out of joyfulnefs feized my 
44 hand, I inquired of her what had become of her 
44 daughters. She pointed them out at work, when one 
44 of them, of the age of ten or eleven, happening to 
cc turn her head on one fide, and to fee us together, im- 
44 mediately left her work, and ran to join us. The 
u overfeer, finding her running off, and directing her 

44 ileps 
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f4 fteps to me, ran after her. He had time however to 
44 take up a large clot of earth and to throw it at her, as 
44 flic was running. It unfortunately hit her between 
44 the fhoulders, and brought her to the ground. He 
44 came up to her before fhe was able to rife, and beat 
44 her, as fhe lay with her face upon the earth, in the 
44 moft unmerciful manner with a cow-fkin. I irnme- 
44 diately ran to the fpot, and flopped his arm,-exclaiming 
44 at the fame time againft his cruel behaviour. He 
u apologized by faying, that it would be impofftble to 
44 carry on the bufinefs of the plantation, in which were 
44 upwards of two hundred negroes, and only three zvhite 
a mcn^ unlefs he was Jir iff and fever e on every oceafond* 


ACCOUNT the THIRD. 

44 It is cuflomary to fee fome of the flaves in the Weft 
a Indies at work in chains. Others are obliged to drag 
44 after them a log of wood, and, notwithflanding the 
44 weight of it, to keep up with the reft of the gang % 
44 while others, who have run away, are diftinguifhed 
44 with iron collars on their necks, and large triangles 
44 riveted on the outfide of them, fpreading out about 
44 two feet. Thefe triangles are of iron, and have a 
44 fimilar appearance to thofe put upon the necks of 
44 fwine, to prevent them from breaking hedges, and 
44 Graying in the fields at large. The weight of the 
44 whole may be from ten to twelve pounds/* 

44 With refpedl to punifhment for omiflion, lazinefs, 
44 or negle&, it is arbitrary. I have frequently feen them 
44 flogged with a longlafhed whip, and for no other 
44 reafoti than becaufe they were thought to be flow ill 
44 their work. The overfeer does as he pleafes.” 

With refpe& to what are called regular punifhments, 
u there is a perfon called a Jumper, who calls at people’s 
44 houfes to know if they have any flaves to be flogged, 
5 * and who gets his living by this employment. The 

c J “ flaves. 
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4 f flaves, who are marked for punifhment, are Forged in 
a different ways. They are fometimes ftretched out withj 
€C their bellies on the ground. In this cafe there are four 
negroes to hold them, one at each hand and foot. In 
<c this poflure the whip is applied to their backs. At other 
cc times their hands are fattened, by means of irons, to a 
kind of gallows- They are fufpended there for a while, 
* c when a heavy weight is tied to their feet to prevent 
<c them from fpringing up. Confined in this manner, 
u they receive the lajfh. The whip generally takes out a 
piece of flefh at every ftroke. To make the punifh- 
45 merit more fevere, the jumper, having cut the Have on 
* c one fide of the back, changes fides in order to crofs and 
u chequer it. When this operation is over, the flave is 
u again flogged, but in another way. This is done with a 
* c fwitch of ebony, the prickles of which open any bruifes 
that may have been made on the back, and let out the 
u congealed blood. The back is afterwards pickled. I 
have repeatedly feen thefe punifhments both in Antigua, 
c * St. Chriftopher’s, and Jamaica, and they are fo com- 
* c mon, and fo feverely inflicted, that it is impoflible to go 
* c among a group of flaves, without feeing a great part 
of them, whole backs are chequered with the lafh.’* 

From the above accounts the nature of the evils, which 
the Africans are made to endure in their third fituation or 
in the Britifh colonies, is but too apparent. Their 
third fituation is evidently but a ftate of additional pain 
and forrow. A ftate of much corporal fuffering, conti¬ 
nual dread, and the moft degrading fubmiflion. A ftate. 
In which men are confidered as brutes, but treated with 
lefs compaflion. A ftate, in which Providence never de- 
figned any of his rational creatures to be placed, and under 
which human nature groans. 

To remove thefe evils then, (for no one would deny 
that they were intolerable evils, if he were to be fentenced 
to undergo them) let us apply to the anticipated Bill of 
Regulation as before „ 


It 
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It is evident, nrft, that if a bill is to be actually intro*- 
duced into parliament for the purpofe of removing the 
evils now complained of, it fhould contain fuch claufes, as 
will be adequate to the purpofed end. It is evident, 
fecondly, that, to know what claufes would be adequate, 
fome inquiry fhould take place, and that no inquiry would 
be likely to be attended with fuccefs, but fuch as fhould 
be made concerning the fource or origin from whence they 
fpring. This being the cafe, I fhall ftate one or two of 
the caufes of the exigence of that branch of the evils now 
mentioned, for from hence the nature of the claufes, that 
are to cure them, will immediately appear. 

Several of the Africans, who are taken to the Britifli 
colonies, have lived in their own country, previoufly to 
their tranfportation, a life of indolence and eafe. All 
fuch, it may eafily be fuppofed, can have but little incli¬ 
nation to labour, and much lefs to labour for the luxury 
and fupport of others. Unaccuftomed alfo to toil, the 
talk muft be additionally burthenfome and intolerable® 
Hence one of the caufes of the neceflity of the lafh. 

It muft be obvious alfo, that feveral of them have been 
torn from their connexions, and fent into flavery. The 
remembrance of thefe muft be painful. It muft generate 
the ligh, awaken difeontent, and, when they consider on 
whefe account they have been torn from all that is dear to 
them, occafion immediate difguft to their mafters, which 
muft terminate in revenge. The reflexion upon their 
comparative fituation in the colonies and at home muft: 
tend alfo to widen the breach. The thought of their 
number too, compared with thofe of their enflavers, muft 
favour their idea of revenge, as it muft heighten their 
probability of fuccefs; and hence another caufe of that 
difeipline in the colonies, which is defervedly called op- 
preflion* 

Now, to come to the point, and to remedy the evils 
fufiained by the Africans in their third fiti at ton , as arifing 
&om thefe fources, it is obvious that the two following 
C 4 claufes 
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claufes muft be made, (and that the two following oh!)\ 
3 *owever ridiculous they may appear, can be effe&ual) if 
4 remedy be aftually fought for. 

<£ Be it enadfed from henceforward, that the man, who 
* c has never laboured at all, but has led a life of indolence 
f c and eafe, (hall immediately have an inclination to 
<c labour, but particularly for the benefit of thofe, whom 
he has never feen, and for whom he has no regard.” 

£C And be it farther enadled from henceforward, that 
cc the man who has received an injury, fhall have no 
cc emotions of revenge or forrow on that account, but 
W that he fhall be perfe&ly pleafed with thofe, who have 
done it, and thofe who have occafioned it to be done.”* 

Now, if the Britifh Parliament have fuch a power over 
the human heart and habit as to enadl fuch claufes as the 
foregoing, and to enforce them, then that branch of the 
evils complained of, as exiffcing in the. colonies, will im¬ 
mediately be no more : for the Africans will then work 
without the necelfity of the lafh, nor will any extraordi¬ 
nary means be neceflary to keep them in fubje&ion. But 
if the Britifh parliament, on the other hand, have no fuch 
power, then will all regulation whatever be ineffectual. 
For if the ilave trade is to be regulated, it is evidently to 
exift. S,o long as it exifts, fo long will Africans of both 
the defcriptions mentioned continue to be brought from 
their country, and fo long as they continue to, be brought 
from thence, and fent into ilavery, fo long will there be 
found among them an averfion from labour, and a fpirit 
of revenge, and fo long will a fyftem of fevere difcipline 
be neceflariiy continued, or, in other words, thofe evils 
fuftained hy the Africans in their third Jituation , or in the 
colonies •, which among others have, fo juftly excited the 
interpofition of the publick to remove them, will not ceafe % 

* I arp forry to be obliged, on a grave fubjedl, to make ufe of claufes 
that carry with them the appearance of ridicule, but none other can be 
imagined* 

it 
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It is clear then, that the anticipated Bill of Regulation 
can be of no avail in the prefent cafe. The Bill of Abo* 
Utiony on the other hand, would not only hinder thofe of 
the Africans from experiencing the evils complained of, 
who, if the trade had continued, would have been im¬ 
ported into the colonies, but would in fome points lighten 
the burthen of thofe already there; and, when thefe 
were extindl, it would be found to have had the effed of 
introducing a fyftem of lenity inftead of oppreffion, 
jnafmuch as the then labourers having been brought up 
from their infancy to labour, having been born in the 
iftands, having never been torn from their relatives and 
connexions, but, on the other hand, living among them, 
and having never known any but a ftate of fubjlegation, 
the former fyftem of difcipline would be ufelefs, and ^vould 
peceftarily ccafe. , 


CHAP. III. 

Having fully confidered the firjl divifion of the evils, 
fuftained by the Africans, or the objects of the trade , in 
their three feveral fituations, as I at firft premifed, I come 
to th zfecond) which comprehends fuch as are experienced, 
by thofe who are employed in it. I mean the Seamen . 

In this divifion of evils are comprehendedaccording 
as we confider the fufferings of this defcription of people, 
and the confequences refulting from them under the heads 
of lodgings diet , treatment , pay, lofs while in the fervice of 
their refpedive veffels, and lofs after their difcharge in the 
colonies. I ftiall take two of thefe evils at a time in a 
diftindt fedion. I ftiall fhew in what they confift, and, 
then applying to them the two Bills of Regulation and 
Abolition as before, fee which of them is likely to effed 
$ cure. 


SECT. L 
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SECT. I. 

The firft and fecond evils then which the feamcn expe- 
science, who are employed in the flave trade, may be included 
under the words lodging and diet. That there are evils 
of this defcription, that call aloud for an immediate 
remedy, will be obvious, if any credit is to be paid to the 
three following difmterefted accounts. 

ACCOUNT the FIRST. 

One hardfhip which the Teamen experience in the 
*5 Have trade is a want of fhelter. They are never ad- 
& mitted on any pretence between decks. They are 
obliged to fleep in the tops, or in the long-boat, or 
cc wherever they can get, except under the booms, and 
u this without covering*, and in the cold. If they become 
6C Tick in confequence of it, no care is taken of them, no 
cc fpirits allowed to refrefh them, no more fhelter than 
before, but they are perhaps beaten for their lazinefs.” 

* It may be faid by fome, that there is a tarpawiing awning over the 
Booms, which ought to be confidered as a fhelter, for that under this 
fhelter the feamen can put their heads, and that fome of them often 
fleep; To this may be given the following reply.—— ift. That, when it 
is ufed, it affords but little fhelter, for in confequence of the fun and 
rain, it is generally cracked and in holes before they leave the coaft.—- 
ltd. That when it is ufed, it is ufed for the benefit, not of the feamen, 
blit of the Haves, for, firfl, it is intended to prevent the rain, as much 
as it can, from getting through the gratings below, and, fecohdly, if any 
of the feamen fleep under it at this particular time, they are obliged to 
lie in the noxious fleam and efftuvia riling up to them from the fiavcs, 
which has a worfe effe& upon their conftitutions, than v?ere they to fieep 
3n the open ah.— 3 d. That it is ufed but feldom in the courfe of the 
pafTage, for, in the firfl place, it cannot be ufed, when the veflel is on 
a wind, for it would interfere with the working of the main-fail j 
fecondly, it cannot be ufed when it blows hard, as the wind would fhiver 
3t to pieces, and it is therefore obliged, upon fuch occafions, to be furled 
up : thirdly, if it rains and blows, even though it is intended as a fhelter 
againfl the rain, it cannot be ufed for the fame reafon. It is then but 
in one feafon, namely, -in calm weather and rain only, that it can be 
ufed at all. 
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“ Nor are they worfe ufed in point of provifions. While 
« they are at home, and in port, they have plenty to eat 
and drink, but are v ivy foon afterwards put to allowance. 

44 In the-—, as well as in the-, they were 

44 allowed but 51b. of bread per week, and the little beef 
4 < that was given them, was either exceffively bad in itfelfj 
44 or damaged. They had neither peafe nor flour/’ 

ACCOUNT the SECOND. 

Among the hardfhips endured by the fearnen in the 
44 flave trade is a want of Shelter. They are never per- 
44 mitted to fleep between decks till the flaves are fold, fo 
44 that during this fpace of time which includes their flay 
44 upon the coaft and the Middle Paflage, they are expofed 
44 both night and day. What added to the mifery of the 

44 people on board the-—was, that the Captain threvP 

44 all their bedding overboard, while upon the coaft, fd> 
u that they had nothing but the bare decks to lie upon* 
u till they arrived at the port of deli very . 5 * 

44 They fuffer alfo exceedingly in point of provifions* 
a In the —«—— 5 and in the ———, the allowance’was 
44 fometimes 31b. and at other times 41b. of bread per 
44 week to each man, and half a pound of damaged fait 
a beef per day. Hungry or not, this was their only 
u allowance.” 

u When fick, they had nothing to comfort them, iieiU 
^ ther wine nor fpirits, fo far otherwife, that they fared 
44 worfe than formerly. The fmall allowance before given 
44 them was then taken away, the furgeon faying, 4 that 
44 this was the only method to cure them/ On thefe 
44 occasions, inflead of nourifhment and comfort, they 
u were frequently beaten, and when unable to crawl out 
of their tyrant’s way, they were kicked about, the 
f 4 ruffians generally pouring out the moft horrid execra- 
? c tions upon them at the fame time/’ 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT the THIRD. 

u No feaman whatever, in all the ten voyages alluded 
u to, had any fhelter or place of retreat in which he could 
£« put his head, during the whole of tfie Middle Faflage, 
€e but every one of them was expofcd night and day to the 
inclemency of the weather.” 

u The provilions on board the Have veflels are not only 
<c bad or damaged, but are dealt out fo fparingly, that the 
** crews are often put to great pain on account of the calls 
a of hunger. The very largeft allowance given to each 
<c man in the courfe of the ten voyages, was fuch a fmall 
quantity of damaged beef or pork, as when boiled 
amounted to but four ounces per day, and of bread five 
a pounds per week. The fmall eft was three pounds of 
a bread per week, and the fame quantity of damaged 
w beef or pork, as before mentioned, per day.” 

It appears from the Accounts juft given, that the evils 
complained of under the heads of lodging and diet y are not 
imaginary, but that they are fubftantial and great. To be 
expofed day and night for fome months to the inclemency 
of the weather, and to be labouring under the pangs of 
hunger, are evils to thofe who endure them. They are 
evils, becaufe the ftate of thofe who endure them is a ftate 
of bodily pain; becaufe fome of them die in confequence, 
and die a lingering and agonizing death ; and becaufe fome 
of thofe who furvive, have their conftitutions ruined and 
diforders entailed upon them, which render their lives a 
burthen to themfeives, and them a burthen to others. 

This being the cafe, let us apply to that part of the 
anticipated Bill of Regulation which muft take cognizance 
of this branch of the fubje£f, for a cure. 

But the queftion is, a of what nature ought the claufes 
a of the anticipated bill to be to anfwer the wifhed-for 
« end ?I reply, that the nature of them is felf-evident. 

The 
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The failor, who is to be expofed to tornadoes and frequent 
and heavy rains, requires as much ihelter at leaft as the Tai¬ 
lor who is not to be expofed to the one, and is only to be 
expofed to the other in a moderate degree. The failor 
who goes to Guinea, can eat as much as the failor in 
any other employ, and requires as much wholefome fup- 
port. But the failor, who woods and waters in Africa* 
who works up to his knees, and frequently up to his breaft 
in fwamps, who is out in an open boat for a fortnight at 
a time, and who is fubje<fted on board to the flench and 
diforders of a number of miferable beings confined in a 
narrow Tpace, requires a greater portion of nourifhment 
than the failor in other trades. 

It is eafy then to difcover what muff be the nature of 
the claufes of the Regulating Bill , which are to cure the 
two evils that have been explained. 

With refpe£fc to the firft, or the evil experienced in the 
prefent lodging of feamen in the flave trade, it is evident 
firft, that the fpace allotted them muft be between decks* 
as no place above can be deemed a fufficient fbelter; 
fecondly, that the fpace muft be in the after-part of the 
ihip, firft, for fecurity againft the flaves, and fecondly for 
the working of the veflel. And, 3 dly, that their apartment 
muft be fo conftru&ed, that the foul air coming from the 
room of the flaves maybe excluded, and the frefli received* 
Upon thefe then, and other data, we may expe<ft to find 
the following claufe in the anticipated Bill of Regulation . 

“ And be it ena&ed from henceforward, that in every 
S£ veflel 'ailing to the Coaft of Africa for flaves, one-tenth 
u of > ange of the lower deck be appropriated to the 
a feamen, and not to be infringed upon under certain 
iC penalties, hereafter to be named, fituated in * frigate-built 
u vefTds before the gun room, and in galley-built veffeis 
“ before the ftore-roorn and Captain’s cabin. And be it 

=» In vefiels the officers to fleep above the feamen under 

the h^lf M dcck9 

€C farther 
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ie farther enabled, that the faid room be fcuttl ed at th 6 
<c top, and in the fides, and that a clofe bulk- head be made 
u between it and the room of the women Haves of the 
u thicknefs and materials hereafter to be named . 39 

Now this regulation, if the health of men is of any 
confequence to them in life, or if the lives of feamen are 
valuable to themfelves or to their country, ought imme¬ 
diately to be put in force. But mark the confequences. 
By taking a tenth part of the range of the lower deck for 
the feamen, you turn out a tenth part of the Haves. By 
turning out a tenth part of the Haves, you lower the pro¬ 
portion of the number of them to be carried to the 
tonnage of the veffel, and by reducing the proportion to 
the tonnage, you are making, by the confeffion of the 
Liverpool delegates, a claufe that has a tendency to deftroy 
the trade. 

With refpedf to the fecond, or the evil comprized in the 
word diet, the following claule may be expected to be 
found. 

u And be it ena&ed from henceforward, that there 
fha!l be an infpe&or at each of the Have ports belonging 
&i; to his Majefty’s dominions, whofe office it fhall be to 
u fee that found and wholefome provifions be put on board 
the different veflels failing from thence for Haves, that 
5f * a fufficient quantity alfo be put on board them at a rate 
‘ c per man, and for a time, hereafter to be named ; and 
6C that a certain portion of wine and fpirits be taken 
alfo, for the ufe of thofe who are to be employed in 
boats for a length of time from the fhips, for thofe 
who are to wood and water, and for thofe who are 
fick. And be it farther ena&ed, that the Captains, or 
u other officers, of the above veflels, receive a certificate 
u from the faid officer, of the quantity put on board, 
and that they deliver to another officer, to be ap- 
cc pointed at the port of delivery, the certificate before 
received, whofe office it fhall be to examine the faid 
u certificate, to take an account of the different articles 

before 
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« before mentioned that are brought in, to require ara 
u account of the expenditure of fuch as do not appear, 

“ and to report the fame* and that certain pains and 
a penalties, hereafter to be named, be annexed to non- 
“ compliance on either fide.” 

The regulation, which the above claufe contains, is but 
reafonable, becaufe it is abfolutely neccffary* Suppofmg 
it then to be put in force, let us inquire how it will 
operate ?-—Its operation will be this. The outfit of the 
vcffels will become fo expenfive, or the profits of the voyage 
(for one of the profits of it, it is melancholy to relate, is 
made from pinching the bellies of thefeamen) will be fo di~ 
miniflied, that it will operate as an abolition of the trade. 

To fum up the whole. It has been (hewn that there are 
two evils, included in the words lodging and d : iet y actually 
exifting in the Have trade, and two remedies for thefe evils 
have been propoled. Thefe remedies are reafonable in them- 
felves, becaufe neceflary. Moft of them exift already in 
other trades, and common juft ice requires that they fhould 
be made in that which is now under our consideration. One 
of them, however, has been found to have a tendency to 
diminifh the profits, and the other to increafe the expenfes 
©f the voyage \ profits and expenfes, which cannot bear 
to be diminifhed on the one hand, or increafed on the 
other. What then follows, but that any falutary regula¬ 
tion on thefe points will be ineffectual? For the evife 
complained of muft either all of them exift, (and there is 
no reafonable man but will lay that they ought to ceafe) 
or, if an attempt is made at their removal, the attempt 
will tend to the abolition of the trade * 

So much then for the Regulating Bill. Let us now 
apply to that of Abolition for a cure. But here it is 
evident, that the latter bill will immediately remoye the 
evils complained of, and that it will remove them for ever; 
for in no * other trade have thefe evils intentionally exifted, 

nor 

* In other trades the feamen fleep between decks. Their allowance 
©f provifions is in general alb. beef or pork, and i lb. bread, peafe* or 
Sour per day, which has been found to be as much as they can eat.-, 
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nor in any other which may be purfued is it hece/Iary final' 
they ihould exift at all* 


SECTION II. 

I come now to the third and fourth evils which the 
feamen experience in the Have trade. Theie are included 
under the heads of treatment and pay . 

The nature of the evils of this defcription will be feenl 
from the three following accounts. 


ACCOUNT the FIRST* 

u The feamen of the—--were extremely ill treatedi 

H The Captain never addrefled them but with an oath , 1 
<c or with fome ignominious epithet or other, for he never 
4C called any of them by his true name. He was accuf- 
u tomed alfo to beat them with ropes in a very inhuman 
41 and mercilefs manner, and to flog them for the flighted: 
u omiflion or fault . 35 

u Among the crew of the ——— was one of the name 
u of John Coftee, a native of Ireland. This man was 
u exceilively ill ufad, if not murdered. His legs, as is 
u common in thefe voyages, were much fwelled, fo that he 
* c could not walk, but with great pain. In this fituation 
sc the Captain ordered him to do fome duty belonging to 
s£ the fhip. The poor man replied, that he was totally 
Unable, for that his legs would not differ him, and that 

u he was then in the greateft agony. Captain -—» 

cc anfwered, that he would drive his lazinefs out of him, 
and make his legs fwell more. Upon this, he ordered 
cc him to be feized up to the maiir-fhrouds on the (larboard’ 
fide abaft, and his arms to be confined on fuch a part 
of them that his toes fhould jufl reach the deck, hi 
5C this fituation he remained for a confiderable time, bear- 
a ing his whole weight upon his arms, that he might not. 
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h by means of his toes touching the deck, be put to extra- 
« ordinary pain, till at length he felt himfelf in fuch anguish 
« of body, on account of his fufpenfioii by the arms, and 
u the racking pain in his legs, that he earneftly intreated the 
“ Captain to put a piflol to his head and flloot him, and 
u thus, by an a<ft of kindnefs, to relieve him from a fitua- 
ic tion to which death was infinitely to be preferred. The 
ftC Captain, however, paid ho other attention to his com- 
u plaints, thaii byaddrefiing him in the following words : 
* c You villain, do you think that I’ll be hanged for you ? 
* c and fuffered him to remain for about fix hours in fuck 
u an excruciating ftate. At fix in the evening he was 
u taken down, but on the following morning died.” 

It is an invariable rule on board Have veffels, to 
u oblige the feamen, on their arrival in the Weft Indies, 
u to take half their wages in the currency of the ifland, at 
u which the flaves are fold. This is a great hardftiip, for 
u the feamen of the ——^ were charged for every 
u dollar (of the value of four ftiillings and fixpence) 
u which they received, eight ftiillings ahd threepence; 
that is, they received by thefe means but little more 
than half the wages that were due to them, notwith- 
€C ftanding a voyage of ill treatment, hunger, hafdihips, 
u and fktigue.” 


ACCOUNT die SECOND. 

u Among the crew of the ftiip ———, the cabin-boy 
u was fingularly opprefled. Mr. — — the Chief mate s 
a and who afterwards fucceeded to the command on the 

£C dekth of Captain —«-, fee me d to take a delight in 

a perfecuting him. It happened one day that the tea- 
H kettle, the management of which belonged to this boy, 
8C was not boiled in tiiiie; upon which the aforefaid chief 
mate threatened to beat him, as foon as breakfaft fliould 
u be over.” 


D 
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« The poor boy, on account of his former ill ufagc, 
«c was terrified at his threat, and betook himfelf to the 
lee fore-chains. When the breakfaft, however, was 
over, the chief mate came out of the cabin, and, not 
« forgetting his promife, took a piece of rope out of his 
cc pocket, calling out to the boy by name at the fame 
time. The boy feeing and hearing this, and perceiv- 

« ing alfo that Mr.-was approaching towards 

him, immediately jumped into the fea, which was very 
«< high at the time, and was drowned. This happened 
« c on the outward-bound paffage.” 

tc At another time, when the veiled was lying at — 

« James Allifon, a feaman, was very ill. Mr. — 
ordered him down into the woman’s room to fcrape it. 
<c The above Allifon accordingly went, but, having re- 
« ceived feveral bruifes before, by means of a rope ufed 
« upon him by the .fame perfon, which bruifes occafioned 
« him to be in a feeble ftate, he was unable to. perform 
« the allotted talk. Upon this, Mr.— afked him. 
Why he did not proceed in his work. He replied, 
* c That he was really unable. He had no fooner uttered 
« thefe words, than Mr. —■—-—threw an handfpike at 
4C him from the deck, which ftruck him with great vio- 
sc lence upon the bread:. In confequence of the blow, 
u he immediately fell down, and though he began to re- 
« cover a little afterwards, he lived but four days.” 

“ The treatment of the feamen was cruel from the 
u very beginning to the end of the voyage. Ropes and 
4C handfpikes were in common ufe j and they were often 
« kicked and beaten with the fift for only imaginary faults. 
« I was nine other voyages to the coaft, and I am ready 
« to come forward and fay, that there was not one of 
w them in which a feaman was well ufed/’ 

«« In fpeaking of the treatment of feamen, it will be 
« proper to add, that, in all the ten voyages alluded to, 
«« they were obliged, on their arrival in the Wed Indies, 
« to take half of the wages then due to them (the deareft 

that 
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cc that can poffibly be earned) in currency inftead of 
a for ling” 


ACCOUNT the T H I R Dt 

tc The fearnen of the — : -—~ were treated in a very 

u barbarous manner. There were two brothers on 
u board the—•— of the name of Walker, from Cornwall. 
u Thefe were fo cruelly beaten and opprefled, that they 
u jumped overboard, but being taken up by the fhip’s 
“ boats, were brought on board again, and ferved nearly 
u in the fame manner as t'h'ofe of the fame defcription in 
cc the former fhip. Thomas Walker, in confequence of 
* c his ill ufage, became mad, and died. His brother 
u William, though not delirious-, foon afterwards died 
from the fame caufe.” 

cc On board the -——— was alfo a landman* From Li~ 
u verpool* of the name of Edward Hilton. # He had 
lt been out in one of the boats, watering all the day, that 
£C is, from three in the morning till late at night, and 
had been without any food for the whole time. He 
complained to the boatfwain, who was then officer of 
the boat, that he was hungry, who immediately beat 
€C him with the tiller. The fame boatfwain going after- 
cc wards on board, reprefented the conduct of Hilton to 
w the officers of the fhip. Upon this, he was ordered out 
a of the boat, and on his getting into the vefTel was 
beaten both by the furgeon and mate at the fame time* 
<c The former {truck him in the eye with his cane, which 
u brought on a mortification, and occafioned the lofs of 
a it. Being afterwards beaten and kicked about* he fell 
into a decline, fo that a perfon who had been abfenfc for 
a three weeks in Junk River did not know him on his 
* c return. When the fame perfon was ordered again 

into Junk River, and the Hoop or fhallop was putting 
off, the Captain ordered her to be brought to, and, in 
a rough and brutal manner, commanded Mr. —*— 

<c and the reft, to take that white negroe Hilton with 
D 2 , “ them, 
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them, and to put him on fhorc any where, and to leave 
cc him. Being too weak to rife up or to move, the poor 
cc man was accordingly lowered into the boat, where he 
u had not been for more than twelve hours, before he 
expired.*'* 

a The ctew of the —--‘-having been much weakened 

a by mortality, and the (laughter of a whole fhallop’s 

crew by the natives, Captain-was obliged to 

u get hands from any veffel that could fpare them. Among 
u others who had been fpared from other (hips was an Irifh 
feaman, of the name of Laurence Smithie, who came 

tc from a (hip called the-, of Liverpool. This perfon 

had by fome means or other incurred the difpleafure of 

the furgeon of the —-, who beat him in confequence 

u of it fo feverely in the boat with the tiller, that the 
cc blood ran down on both Tides of his head. The fur- 
tc geon not fatisfied with this, complained afterwards to 
C£ the Captain, and he was put (both his legs) into irons. 
u A collar was alfo faftened to his neck, by means of 
€c which he was chained to the pumps. In this fituation 
u he remained without any fhelter, and was obliged to 
ft< work points and gafkets for the (hips fails. This was 
u one part of his punifhment. At other times, however, 
he was chained down in the boats, and there made to 
u row on different kinds of duty with both his legs in 
u irons. His punifhment, including both the modes of 
tc it deferibed, lafled about three months, at the end of 
4£ which time, being much emaciated and weak, he 
€C was loofened from the pumps, and his collar was taken 
44 off. One day after this he went aft, and being much 
<c reduced, requefted of the Captain that he would give 
u him fomething to eat. The Captain, however, infiead 
cc of fatisfying his hunger, beat him very feverely with a 
4C cane, one of thofe which grow in the country, and 
u which the Captains of Guineamen caufe to be procured 
u for the purpofe of beating feamen. This he did in fo 
u violent a manner, that the unhappyman the next morn- 
46 ing was found dead.” , 


« To 
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« To this account I (hall add, that if there is another 
“ hardfhip which Teamen experience in the Have trade, be- 
u fides the treatment which they receive there, it is, that 
<c after a want of fhelter for months, and aftate of hunger 
« and thirft for the fame time, they are made to take half 
tc their wages in the currency of the place, where the vefFel 
(l fells her Haves ; fo that for fervices, which ruin the con- 
44 ftitution of many of them for ever, they are compelled to 
“ receive little more than half of what would have been 
u paid them in other trades .’ 5 

It appears then, from the above accounts, that there 
are two other evils fuflained by the feamen, or thofe em¬ 
ployed in the Have trade; the firft, their treatment as far as 
their perlonal fufferings are concerned ; the fecond, as far 
as relates to their pay. That fo much oppreflion fhouid 
reign with impunity on the one hand, and fo much mifery 
be fuflained unredrefTed on the'other, is an evil of ferious 
importance, and calls aloud for the immediate interpofition 
of the legiflative power. Nor is the dedu£tion from their 
pay, though comparatively lefs than the other grievance, of 
little confequence in itfelf. It is a fraud* or impofition in 
thofe who practife, or occafion it to be pradlifed, and every 
fraud or impofition is an evil. It is a peculiar hardfhip 
on thofe that fuffer it, an hardfhip, which they cannot 
remedy of themfelves, and which therefore calls for redrefs 
from others. 

Thefe then being allowed to be evils, let us take each 
of them in its turn, and direct our thoughts to its 
removal. 

With refpedl to that which relates to the treatment of 
feamen in point of bodily fuffering, it will be proper to 
ftate one or two of the reafons from whence fuch a fyftem 
of tyranny originates, and why it continues, that we may 
fee the better enabled to judge of the nature of the claufe, 

* It is a fraud or impofition, becaufe mod: of the feamen in the /lave 
trade have been put on board either by treachery or compu.l/ion e 
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in the anticipated Bill of Regulation-) that ought to be 
applied to it as a cure* 

It originates and is contra&cd, as may cafily be {up* 
pofed, in the very % profecution of the trade. The un* 
happy people, who are objects of it, are incapable of 
gaining redrefs, or, in other words, are under the necef- 
lity of fufFering it to continue, on various accounts. The 
perfons to whom the flaves are configned at the port of 
delivery, and the proprietors of the veftels at the ports 
from whence they fail, being often the principal magiftrates 
of the place, it isalmoft impoffible for them (as but too 
many inftances evince) to meet with the fatisfadfion which 
their grievances require. For magiftrates to open to 
the world, in a publick court, the cruelties of the [prin¬ 
cipal agents they employ, would be to throw a cenfure 
upon themfelves, and an odium upon their trade. To this 
it muft be added, that the forms of law are tedious, that 
the finances of feamen are fmall, that evidence is to be 
fupported for months, (with all which the Guinea officers 
are acquainted) and that many other circumftances occur, 
which operate as impediments to redrefs. Thefe then 
being fome of the caufes of the continuance of the evils, 
let us fuppofe that the claufe co be found in that branch of 
the bill which looks forward to this particular point, be of 
the following form. 

u And be it enadted from the day hereafter to be 
V named, that a new court of law be inftituted in all the 
4C flave ports belonging to Great Britain, to which all 
« fuch feamen as conceive themfelves to have been in- 
* c jured, may have an immediate appeal. And be it farther 
cc enacted, under the authority aforefaid, that no perfon 
« be a member of the faiu court, who. has any concern 
4C whatever in the African trade ” 

Here then is, firft, an unfullied court, and, fecondly, a 
quick appeal. To lofe no time, let us fuppofe a cafe to 
have been already decided upon, and let us haften to put 

* See Eflav on the Impolicy of the-Slave Trade, page 74, zd Edition. 

' the 



the fentence in force which may be fuppofed to have been 
given :-But,—upon whom is the fentence to be exe¬ 

cuted ? —Not upon thofe who are juft entering into the 
trade, who, while they are imbibing the cruelty that na¬ 
turally fprings out of it, are imbibing the fear of punifh- 
ment in confequence of the new regulations at the fame 
time, but upon people whofe habits are formed, in whole 
very conftitution the fyftem of cruelty is interwoven. To 
attempt to turn fuch from their pra&ices by the execution 
of law, would be to attempt to turn the tyger, by beating 
him, from the purfuit of blood.—Habit, we all know, is a 
fecond nature, and experience in the very cafe under con- 
fideration confirms the faff. For there have been inftances 
in which an injured feaman has unexpe£fcedly found a friend. 
His tyrant has as unexpectedly fuffered, but he has gone out 
again, and behaved worfe in the fubfequent voyage, than 
in the preceding for which he was made to fuffer. 

If the reader would wifh me to be more particular, I 
will mention an inftance, though rather different in its 
circumftances, that is now before me. The mate of a 
Guineaman was tried at Barbadoes for the murder o one 
of the crew on the Middle PafTage. The principal evi¬ 
dence was, by means of bribery, fent away, and the 

murderer efcaped.-- Sometime afterwards he was 

thought worthy of the command of a fhip in the fame 
trade. His efcape had not the effedt upon him < f occa- 
fioning him to alter his conduct in his new fituation, for 
his tyranny was more enormou-,, if poflible, than before. 
In a fucceeding voyage, made the latter end of t ; ie year 
1787, or the beginning of 1788, he was proceeding in 
the fame fyftem of oppreflion, when death ftopped him in 
his career. 

It is * impoflible then, unlefs Parliament can alter the 
habits of men, that any laws, which are not to. be 

* Even on a fuppofition that fome redrefs could be gotten by the fur- 
■vivors, what redreis could be had for thofe who perifh in the trade, or 
for the families left behind them ? 
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executed upon the prefent officers of Guineamen till their 
return home, and which do not conftantly accompany 
and arreft them in the very moment of the commiffion of 
their enormities, will be effectual to remove the evil com¬ 
plained of. But if fo, what remedy is to be found ? It 
may be faid by fome, that the anticipated bill fhould con¬ 
tain a claufe, which fhould prohibit the prefent officers of 
Guineamen from continuing in the trade, hoping, that 
thofe, who entered into it afrefh, would, while they were 
imbibing the cruelty naturally fpringing out of it, imbibe 
the fear of punifhment in confequence of the new regu¬ 
lations at the fame time, and that the evil would be thus 
nipped in its very bud.—On this I fliall make no other 
comment, than that fuch a claufe, by removing thofe who 
were acquainted with the fyjicin of commerce in Africa, 
would deftroy the trade. 

I come now to the other evil. It has been ftated, that 
the Teamen in the Have trade, after a voyage of ill ufage, 
hunger, hardfhip, and fatigue, are obliged, on their ar¬ 
rival at the port of delivery, to take half the wages then 
due to them in currency inftead of Sterling. 

This fraud or impofition, as it mult be called when applied 
^to thofe who occafion it to be pra£tifed, or hardfhip when 
applied to thofe who endure it, calls for an immediate 
removal. But, —in what manner is it to be removed ? 
What claufe ought there to be in the anticipated bill of 
Regulation that will cure it, and cure it in fuch a manner, 
as that there fhall be no obje£Tion with any reafon<tble 
perfon to its application ? I aniwer, that it can never be 
objected that the fearnen under confideration, who run 
twenty times the rifk of others, fhould be put upon the 
fame eftabliihment as the fearnen in other trades. This 
being the cafe, the following claufe, or one fimilar to it, 
ought to be found in that branch of the hill, that adverts 
to the prefent point. 

<c And be it enabled from henceforward, that the wages 

of the fearnen, employed in the Have trade, be conti- 
** mied at their prefent rates 


^ And 
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u And be it farther ena&ed, that any money or monies, 
K * or goods to be turned againft them into money, either 
u i{Iued out, or to be iHiied out to them* in part, or in 
u the whole as wages, be accounted for to them and their 
* c executors, in the fterling money of Great Britain.” 

Here then is a remedy, and an unobjectionable remedy, 
that will fairly meet the evil complained of. But mark: the 
confequence. The feamen, it has already been obferved, 
are obliged to take half their wages in currency inftead 
of fterling. But this is not all, for the wages of all fuch 
as die (and that hundreds annually die is a fa£t) are 
paid to their executors, (if they * are ever paid at all) 
even in Great Britain , at the fame rate. Upon this de¬ 
frauding of the feamen of their wages on the one hand, 
and the pinching of them in point of provifions on the 
other, (as has been ftated in a former placel is the great 
dependance of the Have merchants for the profits of their 
voyage. What then would follow, but that if a law 
ftiould pafs obliging them to make up their accounts in 
fterling inftead of currency, it would be a ftab that would 
contribute greatly to infure the abolition of the trade. 

It appears then, upon the whole, that one of the evils 
complained of, is incurable^ and that no regulation will 
avail. Nor is it lefs apparent with refpeCt to the other, 
that regulation may be considered as inefficient , inafmuch 
as it can never be applied . For regulation implies the 
continuance of the trade. Now, if the trade is to con¬ 
tinue, it muft have its ufual fource of advantages and 
profit to fupport it: but if you regulate it in fuch a 
manner that the fource now mentioned be exhaufted, you 
are giving it a blow that will have a tendency to make it 
fall i and if you do not infringe upon it in die courfe 
of your regulations, then will not the evil ceaf^ which 

* Very few of the executojs of the deceafed feamen in the /lave trade 
can get the wages due to them, for either fhftitious accounts of goods 
taken up in the courfe of the voyage are fet againft tr.eir wages, or the 
expence of adijiiniftering is contrived to be made equal to the money dee. 

has 
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has been fc juftly complained of in the profecution of the 
trade. 

The bill of abolition on the contrary would be com¬ 
pletely effectual , inafmuch as it w jJd deftroy for ever 
the fources of barbarity on the one hand, and render im- 
neceflary the practices of iniquity on the other. 


SECT. Ill, 

The fifth and fixth evil?, to be traced among the fea~ 
amen, or thofe employed in the Have trade, are, firfl, as 
has been obferved, a lofs while in the fervice of their re- 
fpeclive (hips, and, fecpndly, a lofs after their dilcharge 
In the colonies. 

To elucidate this, I will fubmit to the reader the three 
following accounts, taken from three different perfons, 
who are enabled to fpeak with precifion as to both the 
points, 

♦ACCOUNT the FIRST. 

In my firft voyage, in the -—*, about 25 feamen 
u were loft, to the beft: of my knowledge, out of 35 ; in 
61 my fecond, about 15 out of 35; and in my third, about 
C4 24 out of about 37. In the ——— 35 were buried 
<c before they came to In the ——*—■* about ig 

u or 16 on the Coafi and in the Middle Paflage. In the 
» —■ about 5 1 and in the -- 

* 1 might have referred here to my Effay on the Impolicy of the Slave 
Trade, to eftabliih one of the evils to be now proved $ but I chofe rather 
to take the accounts of three perfons, who could fpeak to both of them 
ia continuance* as having fallen under their own notice. 


* c I have 
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< c 1 have Teen feamen in the different Weft India iflands, 
< c but particularly in Jamaica, lying on the wharfs and 
other places in an ulcerated and helplefs ftate, Some 
a of thefe I had known before, and knew that they were 
cc fuch as had been difcharged, or had deferted from Gui- 
ncarnen on their arrival there. Of others I inquired 
u how they came into that Situation, and to what veftels 
cc they belonged. Their ufual reply was, that they came 
out of Guineamen, and that they were unable to get 
their pay.—win afking them how they could think of 
leaving their fliips before they received their wages, they 
replied, that they chofe rather to come on fliore than 
to ftav on board and be ufed in a barbarous manner. 5 * 

a The above people X have feen begging about, and 
4C driven to fuch diftrefs, that I have often carried them 
^ provifions from my own {hip. I have feen them nice- 
4C rated from the knee-pan to the ancle, and in fuch a 
a ftate, that no (hip whatever would receive them. I 
u have feen them alfo dying on the wharfs through hunger 
6C and difeafe ; and inftances have corne before me of 
a negroes carrying their dead bodies to Spring Path to 
be interred. 55 

cc From thefe and fimilar inftances in Barbadoes alfo* 
u and the reft of the Weft India Iflands, I am ftrongly of 
cc opinion, that a very confiderable number of thofe fea- 
men, who from cruel treatment are forced to defert 
iC in the Weft Indies from the different Guineamen that 
** arrive there, annually perilh, after having experienced 
a a ftate of mifery, which no pen can be equal to the talk 
of defcribing/* 


ACCOUNT the SECOND. - 

I believe that the Have trade deftroys hundreds of 

feamen annually. The —-—, which was but a 

fmall veil'd, took out about fifteen perfons in all, two 
^ of whom were loft on the Coaft, and four on the 

u Middle 
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44 Middle Paffage. In the-, there were forty on 

44 board, including all, when Ihe failed from home, thirty- 
44 two of whom were loft before the voyage was finished : 
44 add to this, that flue was obliged to be manned again 
cc from other veftels on the coaft.” 

44 When the - -- arrived at the port of delivery, 

44 three feamen left her to feek redrefs ;■—but they were 
44 unable to obtain it. Thus turned adrift, and unable 
44 to get relief, two of them, one of whom, a North 
44 countryman, was named Robert Humble, and the other 
44 George Bennet, died in the ftreets of the place.” 

44 I have been in all the Weft India iflands, but never 
44 was in any of them when a Guineaman came in, but 
44 I have feen a number of diftrelied feamen lying about 
44 the wharfs and quays. Thefe people are generally 
44 known by the name of Wharfingers-They are fuch as 
44 defert from Guineamen. They are diftinguilhed from 
44 other feamen by their emaciated appearance, and ulce- 
44 rated ftate, a ftate which is occafioned by bad and un~ 
44 wholefome provifions, expofure to the weather, and ill 
44 ufage. I am pofitive that many of thefe miferabfe 
44 objects die in the Weft Indies j for I have found them 
44 lying dead in empty fugar-calks, and (peak therefore 
44 pofitively to the fa&. Upon the whole, eftimating 
44 thole, that are loft in the courfe of the voyage, and 
44 thofe that are loft after they defert in the Weft Indies, 
44 1 cannot confider the Have trade but as the very grave 
44 of our mariners.” 


ACCOUNT the THIRD. 

44 I am of opinion that the Have trade is the deftru&iop 
44 of our marine. When the > » ■ ■ anchored in the 

44 carenage, Grenada, there were only feven white people 
44 on board her, namely, the furgeon, captain, boatfwain, 
cooper, carpenter, cook, and a lad of the name of 
u Johnfon, who came from Dumfries* The lofs which 
J 44 this 
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u this veffel fuftained was rendered ftill greater by the 
u death of the carpenter in the carenage.” 

I am alfo of opinion, that feveral feamen defert or 
u are difcharged from Guineamen, on their arrival in, or 
u before they leave, the Weft Indies, and that feveral of 
44 thefe are additionally loft there. Of thofe that have 

a been mentioned to have come in with the —-, I 

44 believe, to the beft of my recolledlion, that only the 
iL furgeon, and Johnfon, the lad, went home in her. ■— 
44 With refpedt to the latter affertion, I have feen Guinea 
44 lailors begging in Grenada, in a very emaciated and 
“ ulcerated ftate ; in fuch a ftate, that I have fet them 
44 down in my own mind, as likely to be dead in a fhort 
44 time. On a certain day one of them came to the ftore- 

44 houfe, belonging to the (hip-—. He took fhelter 

44 under the fhed of the crane, and died there. I aftifted 
44 in burying him, and I alio aftifted in burying three other 
44 Guinea failors fo dying, while I lay in the carenage, at 
44 Grenada,” - 

It appears, from the above accounts, that there are two 
diftindt lofles, as they happen in two diftindf fttuations, 
among the feamen who are employed in the Have trade, 
the one while in the jervice of their refpeblive Jhips 9 the 
other, after they have been put adrift in the colonieso The 
firft is often very confiderable : the latter, though not 
afcertained with precifion, may be fuppofed great. That 
thefe lofles are evils, fcarcely any one will deny. For if 
the feamen of Great Britain have railed their country to 
that comparative rank which (he holds among other nations 
at the piefent day, and if they are at this moment conft- 
dered to he the pillars of the State, thefe are certainly evils 
of the moft ferious impor tance, and with the magnitude of 
which we cannot be too fenfibly impreffed. 

On a fuppofition then that they are evils, it is highly 
proper that they fhould be redrafted, and that as fpeedily 
as they can be* It becomes us therefore to apply again to 

the 
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the Regulating Bill, that fome claufe or claufes riiaytjc 
found, which may be adequate to their removal* 

With refpeeft to the firft evil, or, the loft offcamen while 
in the feruice of their refpeftive Jhips * it will be neceflary to 
ftate the caufes of it, before a remedy can be fought for. 
Thefe caufes then, to lofe no time in Hating them, are 
three, namely, boatwork, infurre£tion, and difeafe con- 
traded from the difeafes of the (laves, and thefe three are 
peculiar to the (lave trade. 

On the fubjed of the firft caufe, it may be neceflary to 
remark, that the cargo is procured on th z Windward Co aft^ 
by means of open boats. Thefe boats are continually 
beating about and watching the fignals upon the fhore* 
They proceed to the diftance of twenty or thirty leagues* 
and are often abfent for three weeks from the (hip. Dur¬ 
ing this time the Teamen are expofed to the inclemency of 
the weather night and day, which becomes frequently the 
tpccafion of their death. 

Some of thefe boats are upfet, and the feamen are again 
loft. Others go up the rivers, and are abfent for a confU 
derable time. The days are exceflively hot, and the dews 
are exceflively cold and heavy* Of thofe who are fent up¬ 
on this fervice many are confidered as loft. Some nevet 
return with the boats* Others come on board and die* 

This boatwork then, which is fo prejudicial to the lives 
of feamen, is abfolutely neceflary on the Windward Coajf 
and fo long as a veflel is permitted to (lave there, fo long 
will boats be ufed, and fo long will feamen continue to be 
loft in the ways deferibed. 

To remove the evil then, the following claufe may be 
expected to be found in the Regulating Bill* 

v a And be it enabled from henceforward, that no veflel 
& be permitted to flave on the Windward Coaft of 

u Africa* 
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« Africa^ within the limits hereafter to be affigned.***—* 

Now the operation of the above claufe will be exactly 
this. By the introdu&ion of it, you not only exclude the 
merchant: from getting fome of the finefc Haves which the 
coaft of Africa fupplies, and deprive him of other local 
advantages, but you curtail the limits of the trade* If 
you curtail the limits of the trade, more muft Have in the 
lame (pace 5 if more in the fame fpace, then the competi* 
tion muft become greater, and thus the claufe, when in** 
forced, by increafing the price of Haves, and confequently 
the expenfes of the trade ^ muft have a direft tendency to¬ 
wards its abolition . 

With refpecft to the fecond and third caufes of the 
lofs of feamen, while in the fervice of their refpeftive Jhips$ 
namely, infurredtion, and difeafe, contracted from the 
difeafes of the Haves, the following claufes only in the 
Regulating Bill can be confidered as effedluaL 

<c And be it enacfted from henceforward, that the Africans 
a to be (hipped in future in Britifh vefiels, (hall have no 
ct refentment or fpiri t of revenge againft thofe who carry 
€< them from their country.’ 5 

And be it farther ena&ed, that they be not fo 
w for the future to grief and defpair, which may prey 
K upon their minds, and occafion licknefs* or that, if 
ficknefs fhould arife from thence, it be not increafed to 
66 difeafe from animal heat and ftench, or from fudden 
u tranfition from heat to cold, and other (formerly) con- 
46 comitant caufes, or, if unexpectedly difeafes fhould 
56 make their appearance among them, thefe difeafes be 
not contagious/’ 


* Slaves are fometimes brought on board by the natives on the Wind¬ 
ward Coaft ; but were a veifel to ftay till the whole cargo was fo brought 
to them, fhe muft lie there thrice the length of time that ftie does at 
prefent, andjcertain expenfes would increafe at a threefold rate. From this* 
and a variety of other confideratmsf no other claufe would be effe&ual* 


Now 
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Now if thefe claufes can be introduced into any A£l of 
Parliament, and enforced , two of the caufes of the lofs of 
feamen, while in the fervice of their refpcttive flips, will be 
cut off: But if Parliament have not the power of en* 
forcing them, then will they remain, and will remain as 
before a {landing and lading objection to the exiftence of 
the Have trade. 

We come now to the fecond evil, or the lofs among fuch 
feamen as are put adrift in the colonic r, after their arrival 
there . But here it will be neceflary, as before, to date the 
reafon of fuch a lofs, before we can apply to the Bill of 
Regulation for a cure. 

Some of the Have vefTels, which arrive in the Weft 
Indies, have, perhaps, experienced but little mortality in 
their crews. In this cafe, it is clear that many of them 
become fupernumerary for the remainder of the voyage. ’ 

Others again bring them in fo weak and enfeebled a Jlate i 
that they are confidered as incapable of bringing the vefTels 
home. 

Thefe circumftances then occafion many of them to be 
difcharged there, not to mention that every nerve is 
exerted to bring others, who go on Ihore, under the ap¬ 
pellation of deferters, and to refufe them admittance on 
board.™Thus put adrift by various ftratagems, they are 
left to drift for themfelves. All of the fupernumerary are 
not always able to get employ, and fuch are often obliged 
to day till diforders generated in the courfe of the voyage 
break out, and poverty overtakes them. The fickly and 
difeafed on the other hand, even if employment is before 
them, are not admitted, from incapacity to work and the 
fear of infe£tion, into other {hips. Surrounded thus by 
difeafe and poverty, many of them die, and hence the 
lofs among fuch feamen as are put adrift in the colonies after 
their arrival there . 


The 
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The evil then having been now explained, the queftion 
is, how ought it to be remedied, and to be remedied in 
an unobjectionable way. I reply, that in the cafe of the 
fupernumcrary they ought never to be difcharged at the 
port of delivery, for the merchant having had their fervices 
in the molt trying part of the voyage, and having had alfo 
their lives at his fervice had it been more fatal, the leaft 
tiling that he ought to do for them is to retain them in pay, 
and to bring them home. In the cafe of the jickly and 
difieaficd much ftronger is their claim upon him, for ftnali 
indeed would be fuch a recompence for the ruin of their 
health and conlfitutions. But I reply again, in the cafe 
of both, that the merchant fhould be compelled by law to 
bring them back, for bis contract with them was not that 
any of them fhould leave him, or be difcharged at the 
port of delivery, but that they fhould go the whole round 
with his vejfcly and bring her home. Any obligation there¬ 
fore upon the merchant to do this, would be only an ob¬ 
ligation to fulfil a contrasty which he made with them be¬ 
fore their departure from their native fhore. 

This then being but a reafonable demand-, and never to 
be difpenfed with, the following, or a fimilar claufe, pro¬ 
ductive of the intended effedt, may be fuppofed to be found 
in the anticipated Bill of Regulation. 

cc And be it ena&ed from henceforward, that the Captain 
u or chief officer of every Have veil'd, be fined in an heavy 
< c fum, hereafter to be named, for every failor whom he 
u leaves behind at the port of delivery, except for fuch as 

{hall appear, by certificate, under the feal of the Go- 
€C vernor, or other officers of the iflands, to have voluntari- 
“ ly follicited, and that without any compulfion or artifice 
a whatever, his own dilcharge, or to have deferred, which 
* defertion with the repeated caufes of it, is to be made 
“ appear by the examination of the remaining crew. And 
tc be it farther enabled, that the certificate be of the foi- 
“ lowing form, &c.*” Here 

* Other regulations ought to take place at the fame time* The claufe. 

£ relative 
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Here then is a reafonable claufe, and a claufe which 
ought immediately to be put in force. But mark its ope¬ 
ration. If you oblige the merchant to bring home the 
fupernumerary, according to his contrary you oblige him 
to find fupernumerary provifions and wages, and t oincreafe 
the expenfes of the voyage . If you oblige him again to 
bring home thofe, whole conftitutions he has been the 
means of ruining. , and who are incapable of work, you 
oblige him to hire an additional number of hands to na¬ 
vigate his veffel home. But here again the fickly become 
fupernumerary, and fupernumerary vi&uals and wages will 
©ccafion a diminution of the profits of his trade , 

To fum up the whole. It has appeared that out of the 
two evils, and thofe of a ferious nature, defcribed in this 
fe&ion, as exifting in the profecution of the Have trade, 
one of them is totally incurable , and that any regulation 
therefore mu ft be ineffctlual: and with refpeeft to the other, 
it has appeared equally clear that it can never be applied ; 
for that the evil muft either exift, or if an attempt be 
made to remove it, fuch an increafe of expenfe^ or diminu¬ 
tion of profit muft take place, as will tend greatly to the 
abolition of the trade • 

The Bill of Abolition , on the contrary would, it is 
evident, at the. fir ft fight, cure the evils complained of at 
once, and would probably remove them for ever : for in 
no other trade that can be pointed out could two of the 
caufes of one of the Ioffes fpecified ever exift again ; and 
in no other is it probable that fuch a number of fickly and 
fupernumerary feamen fhould be found at the fecond port 
of deftination, as to render fuch infamous practices ne* 
ceffary on the one hand, or fuch a fecond lofs of them 
on the other. 


relative to defertion in the (i A£fc for the better regulation of feamen in 
the merchant fervice,” fhould be amended, the crews muttered at the 
port of delivery, and the like. 


CHAP. IV. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Having fully confute red the fir ft arid fecond divifiori of 
evils fuftairied' by the objects of the jlave trade , as well as 
by thofe ‘Who are employed in it, I come now to the third. 
This may be ft.id to include a complication of evih, inafmucb 
as-the (lave trade prevents the introduction of many forts of 
good , Thefe evils then, which may be faid to exifty or 
thefe different forts of good* which may be laid to bo 
prevented, either cxift, or are prevented from' exiftmg, as 
we refer them to two placesj firft, to the Coajl of Africa 3. 
fecondly, to the Britijh Colonies. 

S E C To L 

The different forts of good, which might exift in Africa* 
Would arife from a 5 trade in its own prod unions. Thefe 
productions I have lpecified in my Eflay on the Impolicy 
of the Slave Trade. They are not imaginary, but realy 
for of the- exiftence of all of them living teftimony can b$’ 
produced, and of moft of them ocular demonftration cai& 
be given* 

The firft good that would refult to us from having deu-r 
tain productions from that quarter, would be, that the^ir 
would be fuperior in quality to thofe which are now brought 
to us from- other parts: the fecond, that they could be 
had at a cheaper rate : the third, that whereas we now pay 
for many of them in money, we fhould pay for them? in. 
our own manufaUures: to which is to be added,- a’ very 
pleading circumftance, that they would not interfere 
with the productions of our prejent colonies. 
then Would be fubftantial advantages to any people 
in the way of trade, but others would naturally attend^ 
them 1 for if a commerce were once eftabliftied with the 
natives of Africa in the productions of their own country* 
civilization would be the confequence of it, and there 
would be a perpetually growing demand for our manufac- 
E 2 tures, 



( 68 ) 

tures, and a foundation laid for an increaftng revenue to 
the ft ate. 

‘ Now, if the productions of the kind and quality alluded 
to are to be found in Africa, it is evident that the different 
forts of good\ or the advantages now defcribed, might exift 
and would refult to us from that quarter.This then brings 
me to the point. Two bills have been fuppofed to be 
brought into parliament, the one for the Regulation? and the 
other for th z Abolition of the Slave Trade. The queftion is, 
how far thefe advantages would lie dormant, or be brought 
Into exiftence by the palling of the one or of the other. 

To afcertain this point it will be neceflary to inquire 
into the reafon why the productions of Africa have been 
almoft hitherto untouched, and why they continue in fuch 
a ftate* 

It appears, by way of reply, In the fix accounts given 
Us in the fecond chapter of the prefent Eflay, that parties 
of men, natives of Africa, go out for the purpofe of 
Healing one another, that they go generally in the night, 
that they attack and burn villages to get into their poftef- 
fion the perfons of the inhabitants, as well as to feize upon 
fuch as they may meet with at other times; that this is 
pra£Hfed to fuch an alarming degree, that many of them 
dare not ftir out at night, and that thefe practices are in 
ufe from the River Senegal to Angola, which are the 
boundaries of the trade. Now, if this be the cafe, the 
reafon immediately appears: for who would go out and 
provide thefe articles for us, while he is fearful of being 
Intercepted in his way ? Who would labour * more than 
for his own immediate fupport, if another is likely to enjoy 
his harveft, or the overplus of his pain?, or perhaps tear 
him away before he can enjoy it himfelf. Thefe then are 

• * It may be confidered as a rule, that In proportion to the good or bad 
government prevailing upon the Coaft, or the confequent fecurity of the 
inhabitants or not, and in proportion to the extent of the trade in Haves 
that is carried on in any part of St, cultivation makes a progrefs, or is 
Impeded. 

infuperable 
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infuperable impediments, and the want of fecurity in the 
people is one of the grand caufes why the productions of 
Africa are in their prefent (late, and why we are excluded 
from thofc different forts of good , which would otherwife 
accrue to us from that quarter. 

It appears again,- from the lame accounts, that fome of 
thofe who are torn away from their connexions in the 
night, and fent into flavery, are feized by their own 
kings that others are fold for witchcraft; that the acculers 
are the great men or kings> and the poor the fufferers . This, 
furnifhes us with another folution, for it appears, that if 
is more to the temporary intereft of the kings to trade irk 
the bodies of their fubjeCfcs, than in the produce of their 
country; as by means of the one they can gratify their 
wants at the moment , whereas the other can be made the 
medium of their gratification but at a certain time . 

This point then being afeertained, or at leaf! fufHciently 
afeertained for the purpole, we may now apply to the two 
Bills of Regulation and Abolition refpeCtively, to fee whether 
the different forts of good likely to refult to us from Africa, 
would lie dormant, or be produced by the palling of the 
one or of the other. 

With refpeCl: to the Regulating Bill, it is evident at the 
firft fight, that it would deprive us for ever of the advantages 
deferibed. For the regulation implies the continuance of 
the trade, and fo long as the trade continues, fo long will 
there be temptations, and fo long will the needy and ava¬ 
ricious embrace them to obtain the perfons of men, and 
fo long as the perfons of men are obtained in that manner, 
fo long will that infecurity in the people remain, which has 
been one of the caufes of keeping the productions of 
Africa in their prefent ftate > nor is it lefs obvious that fo 
long as the trade continues, fo long will the fecond of 
thefe caufes continue alfo, or, in other words, fo long 
will it be the tern ^ or ary intereft of the kings to deal in the 
bodies of their fubjeCts rather than in the productions of 
their country. , 

With 
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With refpeCl: to the Bill of Abolition , on the qther hand, 
its operation would be this. It would render the nefa r 
rious practices fpecified in the fecond chapter nmccefiary \ 
bpt if it rendered them unneceflary, then would a general 
fecurity and confidence take place among the people. It 
would alfo render the perfons of men no longer the me¬ 
dium through which the princes of Africa could gratify 
their w^nts. But if fo, they mull gratify them in another 
way. But here the productions of the foil ftart up as the 
medium, and the only medium, in their place. It would 
become their intereji then, both tcjnporary and future , to 
employ their fubjeCts in the cultivation or collection of 
fhefe. But if confidence and fecurity were eftablifhed, 
^nd it became the intereft of the princes to trade in the 
productions of their country, then would thofe advantages, 
Pr thofe different forts of good be brought into exiftence^ 
i^hich liave been before defcribed. 


SECT. II. 

Having now confidered the different forts of good that 
jnigfit be derived from Africa, i come to thofe that might 
•}:efult to us from the Colonies . Thefe are of two kinds, 
confiding, as before, of advantages tq individuals, and of 
advantages to the ftate. 

To elucidate fome of thefe advantages,* I fliall ftate the 
following pofitions : 

If the lives of the prefent flaves were to be prolonged, 
and care were to be taken of the new generation tha£ a,re 
fpringing up, as well as of every fucceeding generation 

^ For the future exigence of thefe, and other advantages, the reader 
Is referred to the ift chap, of the ?.d part of the Effay on the Impolicy 
of the Slave Trade. 

from 
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from the prefent day, the planter might fave the money 
which he now expends in the purchase of flayes. 

If his Haves were to do their work better than they do 
at prefent, and were to do more of it in the fame time, 
his income might be increafed. 

If they loved him, he might live in fecurity, and with¬ 
out any appreherdion of alarm j and if they were addition¬ 
ally attached to the fpot on which they lived, and were to 
live among their relatives and friends, the iflands might be 
fafe and impregnable in the time of war. 

Nor is it lefs evident, if the number of labourers in the 
iflands were greater, that two effe&s would immediately 
be produced ; firft, that more fugar and rum would he 
made, and confequently a greater addition to the peyenue; 
and, fecondly, that there would be a confiderable increafe 
of demand for the manufadlures of this country. 

Now thefe different forts of good , or advantages, fb 
folid and fubftantial in themfelves, are the immediate and 
natural refult of the different proportions made. This 
being the cafe, the queftion is, on. what the different cir- 
cumftances, which are made the bafis of the propofitions, 
depend, and then, whether any circumftance, on which 
the others may fo depend, would be prevented from 
exifting, or would be called into exiftence by the Bills, of 
Regulation ox Abolition* 

It may be ftated in reply, that good treatment „ con- 
fidered in all its points, is the grand circurn/lance on which 
the whole depend. It would prolong the lives of the 
prefent flaves. It would preferve more of thofe who are 
born than are faved at prefent. It would of courfe increafe 
population. It would operate as a ftimulus to labour, and 
it would produce a love and attachment to the proprietor 
and to the fpot. 


Let 
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Let us now apply to the Regulating Bill , to fee its in¬ 
fluence on the circu'mftance defcribecL L 

If- the Have -trade is to be regulated, it is evidently to 
exi/l. Now, as long as it exifts, fo long will there be 
adventurers to the iHands, who will have but a temporary 
intereft, and who ; depending neccflarily on great and im¬ 
mediate exertions, will injure the health of their /laves. So 
long again as the trade exifts, fo long will it hold up to 
the planter the profpedt of an annual fupply, and encou¬ 
rage him in /peculations, the enforcement of which will 
occafton mifery to thejlavc, and Jhort-.n the period of his life, 
and fo long again as it exifts, fo long will it continue to 
furnifh him with people forcibly deprived of the natural 
rights of men, and oblige him to adopt a fyftem of'difci- 
pline ^of the moji arbitrary and opp?e(jve / ind : all which 
effedls of the continuance of the Have trade will for ever 
deprive him* as well as the country, .of the different j or is 
of good, or the advantages that have been defcribecL 

The Bill of Abolition, on the other hand, would have a 
contrary effe<5t, for if no more Haves were to be had, no 
• {peculation or adventure could take place,, but the lives of 
the Haves would be prolonged, their population increafed, 
and their attachment gained ; all which would operate, if 
referred to individuals, to the increafe of income and peace 
of mind of the planter, and of courfe the fecuri y of the 
’annuitant ! and mortgagee; and, if conlidered in a national 
point of view, to the fafety of the iflands, the increafe of 
the revenue of the mother country, and the increafe of 
demand for its manufactures,* 

* There are feveral Eftates that have fupported themfelves- for years 
without any fuppiies from Africa, The ll.ivc trade of courfe may be 
ff.onfv.lered to be abolijhcd %uilb refpccl to them: now, on ail fuch eilatesj aU 
the" conferences here laid down are to be found. 


CHAP. ’ V. 
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C H A P. V.’ - 

I have now conffdered, according to my defign, the 
three diviftons of the evils, that exift in confe'quence of 
the profecution of the Have trade, and I have applied to 
them the two bills of Regulation and Abolition relVedtively 
as a cure. The confequences of fuch an application have 
been , made appear, but as thefe confequences-are Mat¬ 
tered in different parts of the work, it remains to bring 
them together, in order that they may be feen more clearly, 
and a better idea may be had of the force of them in an 
united Mate. - .. . 

To begin. It has appeared that fome of the Regulations^ 
necefiary to remove the evils complained of in the flave 
trade, are of two kinds, fome of them having -a tendency 
to mcrcafe the expenfes , and others to diminijh the'profits of 
the trade. ■ : . 

With refpe& to thofe of the,firff: kind, it was thought 
proper that the following fhould be made : firff,. that the 
feamen fhould he fed as in other trades , with the addition of 
wine or fpirits to be given them in certain fituations upon 
the coaft. Secondly, that the wages of thofe who: die 
fhould be paid to their executors, and of thofe who furvive 
to themfelves, m fterling money . Thirdly, that;the7&<£ 
and fupernumerary jhouid be brought home. Now, if thefe 
regulations all of which are but neceffary and juff, were 
to be put in force, it appears, upon a fair elumatef that 
they would add to the expenfes of every veffelon an ave¬ 
rage, that fails for flaves ? not lefs than * four hundred 
pounds. : ; 

With refpe£f to thofe of the fecond kind, the following 
were deemed neceffary to be made. Firff, that no veflei 
•fhould have on board at any one time more than in the 
pro ortion of on flave to cv-.rv one ton and an haf to be 
reckoned according to the regiftcr of the faid veffel. 
Secondly, that one-tenth of tt.e range of the lower deck 

■ ' * See page 77, 


fhould 
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fhould be appropriated to the feamen . Now, if thefe re¬ 
gulations were to take place, there would only be allotted 
to a veftel of one hundred tons about fixty (laves. But by 
the confeflion of the Liverpool Delegates, if the trade 
were to be fo reftriefted, that a veftel of one hundred tons 
were allowed to carry only an hundred (laves, there would 
. be a certain lofs to the merchant of * five hundred and 
ninety pounds . What then would be his lofs were he to 
be reibicted in the former ratio ? 

Now, if we add the confcquences of both the kinds of 
regulation together, if we add the increafe of expenfe on the 
one hand to the lofs or diminution of profit on the other, 
the (lave trade mu ft inevitably fall, inafmuch as there 
-would be an incumbrance to the amount of one thoufand 
pounds on every veflel that was to tail for (laves. 

But what regulations are thefe, that would bring fuch 
an incumbrance on the trade, and that would thus occafion 
it to fall ?—They are fuch as jujtice demands: they are 
fuch as are abfolutely necejjary. For the (lave it is follicited, 
that he may be conveniently tranfported, and his life pre- 
ferved for the feamen, that they may only be treated as 
in other trades. What a dreadful commerce then is this, 
which we are nowconfidering, that it cannot be regulated 
conftfleritly with the views of Humanity, but it muji be aho- 
lijhed ; that it cannot be put upon the fa?ne cjlablijhment as 
other trades, but it ?nu(1 fall? ——And are thefe evils to 
continue, becaufe the (lave merchant will be a iofer by 
his voyage ? Perifh the thought! It becomes us, at leaji , 
to regulate, and after we have regulated, to fay to him, 
We have taken care of the (lave, becaufe he is an hu- 
<c man being, of the like feelings with yourfelf, and juf? 
cc tice and humanity demand it. We have taken care of 
the feamen for the fame reafon, and becaufe they are 
the pillars of the State. Vve now conftgn the trade 
« into yocj hands, in its prefent regulated form. If you 
« cannot carry it on upon the terms on which we give it 
a you, it ought to fall. 5 ' 

* See Minutes of the Evidence, &?c, p, ax. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole. It has been now reduced to an 
#£tual demonftration, that any Bill of Regulation whatever , 
which is intended to be effectual , can never heal that clafs 
of the evils which are fuftained by the flaves in their 
tranfportation* and by the feamen in their lodging, ri.et, and 
pay . For if the trade is to be regulated, it is Xocxi But 
If it is to exift, it muft have a profit , and the regulations, 
necejfary to he made , will admit of none . 

Such then is the peculiar fituation of this deteftable 
trade. But let us allow for a moment that the bef re- 
mentioned clafs of evils could be removed, and that the 
trade could be carried on with advantage. But what 
then ? Are there no other evils to be remedied ? What 
claufe is to be applied to cure the treatment of feamen, as 
fpringing out of the very nature of the trade ? What 
claufe is to remove the lofs of them, as arifing from in» 
furreftion, and difeafe contracted from the dijeajes of the 
flaves ? And, above all, bow is the mode of obtaining 
the perfons of the Africans for the purpofes of fale to be 
remedied ? 

Here again it is evident, that no Regulating Bill what¬ 
ever can be effectual; for this fecond branch of the evil, 
is totally incurable, and muff continue with all its objec¬ 
tions as long as the Have trade is fufFered to ex iff-. But of 
what nature is the laft-mentioned evil in the fecond branch, 
which it is faid mujl continue , and is incurable ? It is, as I 
have obferved in a former place, the parent and foundation 
of the reft. It is that evil which firft awakened the many 
benevolent oppofers of the flave trade. It is an evil of 
fuch magnitude , that, could the former clafs be totally re~ 

* moved , it would prove alone fufficient to arreft the atten¬ 
tion of all good men, and to give a fpur to thofe, whom it 
has already roufed into a&ion, to continue their exertions 
with zeal and perfeverance, till they fhouid accompliftt 
$heir defign. 

But after all, let us go ft ill farther. Let us even fup- 
pofe that both the firft and fecond clafs of evils could be 

effe&ually 
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effectually removed, we fliould Hill objeCl to the exiftcnce 
of the flave trade, and we fhould objeCt to it as politicians. 
We fhould fay that there were new and inexhauftible 
fources of revenue both in Africa and the Colonics , new 
fources of marine, new fources of demand for our manu - 
failures. But how are thefe new fources to be opened ? 
Not by any regulating bill whatfoevcr. For regulation im¬ 
plies the continuance of the trade, and fo long as the trade 
continues , fo long will there be an infccurity of the people, 
and a certain temporary interejl among the princes of Africa^ 
and, as to the Colonies , fo long will a fpirn: of adventure and 
Jpeculation exift, and fo long will there be an introduction 
of people robbed of the natural rights of man ; all which 
circumfiances will continue to cooperate to the exclufion 
both of individuals and the nation from the feveral advan¬ 
tages that have been pointed out. 

Upon the whole. It appears, that any regulating billy 
even of the wifefl kind, could never remove the evils of 
the firft clafs, inafmuch as It could never be applied: that 
with refpeCl to thofe of the lecond, among which is the 
parent and foundation of the reft, it could never operate 
at all > that, thus inapplicable on the one hand, and inef¬ 
ficient on the other, it would be a political evily inafmuch 
as it would prevent a variety of good, both to individuals 
and the State ; in ftiort, that a Bill of Abolition only could 
be effeHlucih which would come in like a faving arm , which 
would dejlroy the many-headed monfter at once, and 
which, while it would improve the fyflem of morals both 
in Africa and at home, and the manners of both countries 5 
\vould be productive of great political good. 


ESTIMATE 



E S T I M A T E 

Alluded to in Page 73. 


TABLE I. 

|T has been ftated to be the pra&ice in the Slave Trade 
■*. to pay the wages of fuch feamen as die in the voyage 
iii the currency of the ifland where the vefTel fells her 
(laves, and to oblige fuch as arrive there to take half the 
wages for . the whole time employed in currency alfo* 
One of the regulations therefore was, that the feamen 
“ in the (lave trade, or their executors, fhould be paid 
a in fterling.” ‘ ' 

To feejiow the regulation would operate, let us fuppofe, 
firft, that an African voyage (for fo it appears by the 
mufter-rolls) is on an average twelve months. In' this 
cafe the voyage to the Coaft will be two months, the (lay 
there will be four, the length of the Middle Paffage two, 
the ftay in the Weft Indies two, and the voyage from the 
Weft Indies, to England two more. 

Secondly, as fome number mull be afTumed, let us fup- 
ppfe that 5000 people, including officers and feamen, are 
employed at * fifty (hillings per month each. In this cafe 
1000 at leaft will be dead before the voyage is completed, 
-namely, about 30 (according to the mufter-roJIs) at the 
end of the firft two months ; 330 at the end of the next 
two j 280 at the end of the two next; 250 at the end of 
the two next; 55 at the end of the two next; and 55 
before the two next are completed, or the voyage is 
finifhed. 

* This is,the calculation of the Liverpool Delegates. See Minutes of 
•Evidence, &c„ 

Now 
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Now, to apply the regulation to the wages of the (ca~ 
men, as they pafs the different ftages of mortality, till 
they receive their half-pay in the Colonies, the following 
effect (if * £>157 be the medium currency) will be 

produced: 


iff. On the wages of 30, dead at the end of 
the firft two months (finee they have had 
their advance-money of two months, and 
the merchants have had their fervices in 
return) there will be gained *or loft - 



2d. On the wages of 330 dead at the end of 1 

four months (two months advance being j * £* 600 
deduced) the merchants will gain - J 


3d. On the wages of 280 dead at the end of 1 

fix months, they will gain (two months J* £* iQtf 
advance-money deducted) - - - - J 


4th* On the wages of 250 dead at the end of J . 

eight months, they will gain (two months > £« 1362 
advance-money deduced) - ~ - J 


5th. On the f half-pay of 4110 arriving in 1 r , 
the Colonies, they will gain - - - 

That is. If they are obliged to pay their J 

feamen as in other trades, they will be £^.17901 
taxed with an additional expenfe of J 


* Jamaica currency is 140/. for 100/. fteriing and that of the other 
illands about 175—hence the medium 157. 

The two months advance in this cafe is turned into currency* ail 4 
r§ not to be deduced as before. 


TABLE II. 
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T ABLE II. 

It has appeared in the courfe of the work, that the feamen 
in the Have trade are very fparingly fed; that to each man 
on an average fib. of beef or pork (moftly damaged) is 
given per day, and 4.1b. of bread per week : —another re¬ 
gulation therefore was that “ the feamen in the flave trade 
£ fhould be fed as in other trades.” 

To fee how this regulation would operate* 1 we muft firflr 
flate the coft to the merchant of victualling a feaman in 
the Have trade,- and of victualling him in another trade.— 
Let us then give every advantage to the former, let us fay 
that he has ijb. of the beji Irifli pork or beef, and I lb. 
of the befi bifcuit per day. The coft of both will be 4*. 
Let us call it 5 d. and it will be an allowance never, I 
believe,] experienced in the flave trade. 

Now the coft of victualling a feaman in other trades Is 
iod per day, or double, fo that if we reckon 3d on every 
perfon of the afilimed number, it will either (hew the fav- 
ing made by the flave merchants, or the tax that would 
be raifed upon them, were the regulation to take place. 

ift. On provifions for 4970 perfons alive atl 

the end of the two flrft months, they muft > £. 6210 
have gained ~ * 

2d. On ditto for 4640, alive at the end of the | r> g co 
two next,.- - - S * 



4th. On ditto for 4110, alive at the end of the 1 ^ 

two next, - - - - - - » ^ 

So that they would be taxed, in confequence \ , 22 ^ QO 
of the fecond -efolution, to the amount of i ^ 
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TABLE III. 

It has been dated, that in confequence of wooding and 
Watering, and the peculiar fituation in which the feamen 
of the Have trade dand, a third regulation fhould take 
place, namely, “ that they fhould be allow d a certain 
« portion of wine, while they are doing their duty upon 
the coad* ,> 


Let each man then be allowed one pint of 
*TenerifFe wine per day for two months, 
and this regulation throws an additional 
tax upon the merchants of - . - - 


£- 354 © 


T A B L E IV. 

We have now followed them to the Colonies, and we 
have regulated their pay and provifions till their arrival 
there : but here it has been dated that feveral are imme¬ 
diately put adrift; another regulation therefore was, 
« that neither the fak nor the jupernumerary fhould be 
cc diichargedc ,> 

Now If 5000 be the affumed number, 
about 1400 would be put adrift on their 
arrival in the Colonies. But thefe are to 
be retained in confequence of the lad re¬ 
regulation. But if fo, their .provifions at 
the rate of rod. per day, and their pay at 
the rate of * 28 s« per month for two 
months, or during the vefTePs day in the 
Colonies, would be an additional tax up¬ 
on the merchants of - - - - - £• 7420 

Teneriffe wine is the cheapeft, moft convenient to be had, and the 
feeft, by experiment in the king’s fervice, for thole employed in an Afri¬ 
can voyage. It might be had at 6 L per hogfhead. 4970 perfons for two 
months would demand 590 hogiheads at the rate mentioned. 

• f Thefe put adrift are not officers: their pay therefore may be averaged 
at twenty-eight (hillings per month. 
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T A B L E V* 

Let us now follow them home.—-On a fup- 
pofition that 1400 would be put adrift, if 5000 
were afliimed as the number employed, about 
600 would be taken in their places on' the de¬ 
parture of the vefTels from the Iftarids, that is, 

800 lefs would be taken home than would be 
put.adrift. . Butby the kit regulation, <& nei~> 
u ther the fick nor the fupernumerary are to 
u be difcharged,” and therefore 800 more 
would be necetfarily taken home in confe- 
quence of it, than were accuilomed to be 
taken before. The nay then of thefe extra 
800, and their proviL ms for two months, or 
during their paliage h >me, upon the former 
terms, would lay an additional tax on the 
merchants of - -- -- -- -- £. 4240 


Thus, without reckoning a variety of 
other expenfes^ which might be reckoned* and 
which would certainly refult from the above 
regulations, the merchants would be taxed 

By Table I. with an additional expenfe of £* 179oT 

By Table IL - 22600 


By Table III. ^ 3540 

By Table I Vo ----- - ~ - 7420 

By Table V,. - - - - - « - "V - ’ 4240 


That is in all with ------ £. 55701 


F 


Now 






( 8 * ) 


Now divide the laft fum by 140, the number 
of veffels that would certainly demand the 
affumed number 5000, and there would be 
a ta x on every veffel of - * - - - £ 9 398 

There cannot be a greater proof that the flaye trade is 
a lofmg trade than the above ftatements, for if it be a 
gaining trade, why is £»55>7 °i to he fqueezed out of the 
bellies and pay of the feamen, that the merchants may go 
cheaper to market by ^.398 on each veffel, than the 
merchants of any other clafs ? 


FINIS, 



